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Buckingham County 
Planning Commission 

Regular Meeting 
September 26, 2016 

 
 
At a regular meeting of the Buckingham County Planning Commission held on Monday, 
September 26, 2016 at 7:00 p.m. in the Peter Francisco meeting room, located within the 
Buckingham County Administration Complex, the following members were present: John E. 
Bickford, Chairman; Alice T. Gormus, Vice-Chair; Royce Charlton, III; Patrick Bowe; James D. 
Crews; Sammy Smith; Chet Maxey and Danny R. Allen, Board of Supervisors’ representative.  
Also present were Rebecca S. Carter, County Administrator, Rebecca S. Cobb, Zoning 
Administrator, and E.M. Wright, Jr., County Attorney.    
 
Re:  Call to Order, Invocation, and Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Bickford:  I’d like to call to order the meeting of the Planning Commission for September 26th.   
A couple of announcements.  There’s a signup sheet if you would like to speak at the Public 
Hearing on the gas line outside please sign up.  That’s your last chance for that.  Second if you 
have cell phones please cut them off or put them on vibration, whatever, just so it won’t interrupt 
someone speaking. Third, Ms. Cobb you said you had some audios for anyone that may have 
trouble hearing.  Just please come down and ask Ms. Cobb and she will provide you with that if 
anyone needs that. Ok.  I’d like to ask everyone to stand as Commissioner Smith will lead us in 
our invocation.  Commissioner Bowe led the Pledge of Allegiance and it was said by all who 
were in attendance. 
 
Re:  Quorum Present 
 
Chairman Bickford certified there was a quorum - eight of eight members were present.  The 
meeting could continue. 
 
Re:  Adoption of Agenda 
 
Bickford:   Ms. Cobb adoption of agenda.  Is there any changes to the agenda? 
 
Cobb:   Yes you will note that there are several introductory cases.  And I would just suggest 
that maybe we move those prior to the public hearing just so that those folks can leave if they 
desire and make room for everyone else that does want to attend the public hearing. 
 
Bickford:  Ok.  We have a suggestion.  Do I have a motion and a second? 
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Vice-Chair Gormus moved, Supervisor Allen seconded and was unanimously carried by the 
Commission to change the agenda to move the introductory cases prior to the compressor 
station. 
 
Bickford:  Very good.  We will change the agenda to bring in the introductory cases prior to the 
compressor station.  We have the minutes we need approval of. 
 
Smith:  Mr. Chairman I would like to make another change that when it comes to the public 
hearing that the residents of Buckingham speak first.  I put that forward as a motion. 
 
Bickford:  Ok.  We have a motion do I have a second?  
 
Bowe:  Second. 
 
Bickford:   Any discussion from the Commissioners? 
 
Commissioner Smith moved, Commissioner Bowe seconded and was unanimously carried by 
the Commission to allow the residents of Buckingham speak first at the public hearing. 
 
Bickford:  That will be the criteria. 
 
Re:  Approval of Minutes 
 
Bickford:  Now approval of minutes for regular meeting August 22nd.   Any changes? 
 
Smith:  No sir I move to accept. 
 
Allen:  Second. 
 
Bickford:  Ok we have a motion and a second to approve the minutes as presented. 
 
Commissioner Smith moved, Vice-Chair Gormus seconded and was unanimously carried by 
the Commission to approve the minutes of August 22, 2016 regular meeting as presented. 
 
Bickford:  Ok those are approved. 
 
Re:  Public Comment 
 
Bickford:  That brings us to our general Public Comment period.  This period this time is 
allowed for anything in the County, any item that may be except, except for the public hearing 
on the compressor station.  Criteria is if you’re speaking for yourself 3 minutes, if you’re 
speaking for an organization 5 minutes.  Again that is not for the public hearing.  We have our 



Buckingham	County	 Page	201	
Planning Commission 
September 26, 2016 
 
 
 

separate time allotted for that.  Any other item in the County you can come and speak.  I’ll now 
open up the podium. 
 
Quinn Robinson:  My name is Quinn Robinson.  I live in District 4 up near Andersonville.  I 
just…I wanted to ask about the letter that I sent hoping that I could find out when and how it will 
be considered for adoption.  And while it relates to the request by Dominion for the Special Use 
Permit it is separate in that it asks for a delay.  I would like to know that before we proceed much 
further.  But the other thing is this meeting started in a very poor way.  It seemed disorganized 
and fairness took a real blow today by having personnel from Dominion being admitted to the 
building before the general public was allowed in.  I don’t know what’s going on but it just 
reaffirms the whole thing that Dominion corrupts everything that it gets involved with.   And I 
think it’s regrettable and you should be aware of it and make plans for the next meeting.  You 
know Planning Commission planning, fairness demands it.  And I hope that you can fulfill that. 
Thank you very much. 
 
Bickford:  Thank you sir.  Anyone else like to speak, come forward?  Alright seeing none we’ll 
close the general public comment period.  We will move to the new business.  Ms. Cobb this is 
the introduction of the retail store, Par 5 Development.  
 
Re:  New Business-Introduction-16ZMA237 Par 5 Development, Retail Store 
 
Cobb:  Yes this is case 16-ZMZ237 owner Frances W. Ellis c/o William Falls.  Applicant Par 5 
Development Group.  Tax Map Section 69, Lot 1 containing an approximate 8 acres on N. James 
Madison Highway, which is Route 15, and also at the intersection of Penlan Road, which is 
Route 671, in the Marshall Magisterial District.  Par 5 Development is asking for a public 
hearing for their request to rezone from A-1 to B-1 Business for the purpose of constructing and 
operating a Dollar General retail store.  The application is before you and I believe the applicant 
is here to discuss this and answer any questions that you may have. 
 
Bickford:  Thank you Ms. Cobb.  Would the applicant please come forward?   
 
Koth:  Good evening.  I’m Lance Koth.  I am the engineer with Koth Consulting.  I’m acting as 
the applicant tonight.  The developer is out in North Carolina and I spoke with him a little while 
ago and he was unable to get here tonight.  I am happy to introduce the case and answer any 
questions that anybody might have.   
 
Bickford:  Yes sir if you wouldn’t mind just introduce us.  Give a brief overlay of your plan. 
 
Koth:  Par 5 is proposing to put in a Dollar General store.  They have looked at the intersection 
of Penlan Road and North James Madison Highway.  It’s at the intersection that’s on the 
southwest corner of that intersection.  We’re planning on…it’s a larger parcel planning on 
cutting out a smaller piece of that right at the intersection.  We would like to construct a Dollar 
General Store.  The plans that have been distributed are somewhat preliminary but it shows a 
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9100 + or – square foot retail store that would be the target Dollar General. It would have its 
normal business hours that Dollar General has which is 6 in the morning until 10 at night I 
believe.  And we propose to put in parking as needed for that facility, storm water that sort of 
things, supporting kind of activities.  We’ve looked at the ingress and egress to the site.  The 
access to the site would be on Penlan Road in an effort to move any turning maneuvers off of 
James Madison Highway and it does allow for the tractor trailers that come in about once a week 
to make those corners and get into the site to do its maneuvering.  That’s usually a pretty big 
question so it’s fairly important to us that everything be operated on site.  We will probably put 
in a little bit of pavement widening around the radius somewhere on the order of 5 feet to make 
those turns a little bit easier so that the trucks can maneuver without slowing down to a crawl and 
stopping any kind of people behind them.  The developer is Par 5.  They are a preferred 
developer for Dollar General.  They do Dollar General developments throughout North Carolina 
and Virginia.  I cover most of their central Virginia areas the engineer and this is a fairly typical 
site.  We look for somewhere between an acre and a half and two acres.  This is a currently 
wooded site that we would propose to put in what we need and any trees that have to be taken 
out we would then supplement along the edges so that there is some perimeter screening from the 
neighbors.  So I’m not sure if you are familiar with Par 5 or not but they’ve done a number of 
these and are happy to work with the Board and the Planning Commission however you see fit. 
 
Bickford:   Ok thank you.  Any questions for the applicant at this time from the Commissioners? 
 
Gormus:  Is there a mile radius that you say cause currently from that site 10 miles either way 
there’s a Dollar General? 
 
Koth:  There is.  That gets into a little bit of a Dollar General the way they do their business 
planning.  And I don’t know what their radiuses are.  I know they have a model where they give 
Par 5 target areas in specific, not parcels, but specific intersections and things like that that they 
would like to put a store on.  This was one of those desired locations, target locations.  I don’t 
know what their radius is.  I know that their clientele is typically a fairly close circle that comes 
in and it’s very common for them to have them that close together. 
 
Bickford:  Any other questions for the applicant at this time?  What…you may have answered 
this, what is your normal operating hours? 
 
Koth:  The owner… 
 
Bickford:  The operating hours. 
 
Koth:  Oh, 6 to 10. 
 
Bickford:  I thought you had said that.  How many employees will you normally have in a store 
for this size? 
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Koth:  Alright it depends a little bit on whether they’re full-time or part-time employees.  If they 
are full-time employees it’s typically around 8.  If it’s part-time it could be as many as 13.   
 
Bickford:  Ok thank you.   
 
Gormus:  Do the trucks come in during the day or at night? 
 
Koth:  The trucks are…I don’t know what their schedule would be for this site.  It’s only during 
operating hours because the store has to be open.  And it’s about once a week.  It is…but the 
truck that’s coming to this one will be coming to several of them so it would be throughout the 
day.  I don’t know what the route or schedule might be. 
 
Gormus:  But it is during opening hours? 
 
Koth:  During business hours yes.  There’s one large truck that comes in.  It’s the Dollar General 
truck.  They do have other vendors that would come in and out most likely in the smaller, like 
Pepsi type trucks, Coke type trucks that would come in and would supplement the vending or 
snacks or something like that so it’s not only one but as far as I know I believe it’s the only semi-
trailer, the only 16 wheel or 18 wheel trailer that comes in once a week.  The rest of them I 
believe are smaller.   
 
Crews:  Have you reviewed the 16 conditions that the Planners attached to this? 
 
Koth:  I have.  I have. 
 
Crews:  Do you have any problem with them? 
 
Koth:  I don’t see any issue with those. 
 
Crews:  Ok. 
 
Bickford:  Ok any other questions from the Commissioners?  
 
Bowe:  I want to make a motion to move it on to public hearing. 
 
Bickford:  Ok we have a motion.  Do I have a second? 
 
Crews:  I second it. 
 
Bickford:  Any discussion?  Ok. 
 
Commissioner Bowe moved, Commissioner Crews seconded and it was unanimously carried 
by the Commission to send to Public Hearing 16ZMA237 Par 5 Development, Retail Store. 
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Bickford:  Very good.  We’re moving that on forward to public hearing.  You’ll be the first on 
the docket.  I believe it’s October 24th.   Correct Ms. Cobb? 
 
Cobb:  I think that’s the correct date. 
 
Koth:  Thank you very much.   
 
Bickford:  Thank you sir. 
 
Re:  New Business-Introduction-16ZMA238 Spangler, Business Development 
 
Bickford:  Ms. Cobb that brings us to the next two items the business development and mini 
storage for Mr. Spangler. 
 
Cobb:  So the first item is 16ZMA238.  Owner/applicant is Samuel G. Spangler, III.  Tax Map 
Section 9, Lots 60, 60A, 61 & 61A  containing an approximate 8 acres total on South 
Constitution Rte., which is Route 20, in the Slate River Magisterial District.  The property is 
currently zoned A-1 and Mr. Spangler is asking to rezone this from A-1 to B-1 for the purpose of 
maintaining his existing store on one of the parcels as well as marketing the other parcels for 
lease or for sale for business purposes.  And I believe he is here as well for any questions. 
 
Bickford:  Ok.  Mr. Spangler would you come to the podium sir?  If you would sir just give us a 
brief overlay of your proposal. 
 
Spangler:  I’m Sam Spangler.  I’ve been operating a farm supply business there for the past 26, 
27 years on the one parcel and on the other parcel I’ve purchased where the storage unit is 
approximately 4 months ago.  The storage unit at the present time we’re at capacity better than 
65% of our customers are Buckingham residents and we would…I would request to enlarge it 
basically on the same scale that it is now. 
 
Bickford:  Ok.  Commissioners any questions on regards to…right now we’re going to focus on 
your business first and then she’ll introduce the other because it’s two separate items.  Any 
questions for Mr. Spangler?  Mr. Spangler I see on the aerial that you provided us you don’t have 
an entrance yet into the 61A the farthest south lot.  Is that going to come off White Rock Road 
695 or do you think they’ll allow you to come off of 20?  Or have you looked at that? 
 
Spangler:  I’ve met with the highway department and they will let me come off of 20. Yes sir 
there is sight distance. 
 
Bickford:  Off of 20 for all of them. Ok because I know in the information given the two other 
lots already have existing entrances.  Any questions? 
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Smith:  I want to make a motion that we set a public hearing. 
 
Bickford:  Ok I have a motion.  Do I have a second? 
 
Allen:  Second. 
 
Bickford:  I have a motion and a second.  Any discussion?  Seeing none we’ll vote on  
 
Commissioner Smith moved, Supervisor Allen seconded and it was unanimously carried by the 
Commission to send to Public Hearing 16ZMA238 Spangler, Business Development. 
 
Bickford:  That will move forward to public hearing on October 24th.  That will be the second 
thing on the docket.  If you don’t mind just stand right there we will try to shorten this up a little 
bit.  Ms. Cobb you go ahead and introduce now the other part the mini storage. 
 
Re:  New Business-Introduction-16ZMASUP239 Spangler, Mini Storage 
   
Cobb: 16ZMASUP239 owner/applicant Samuel G. Spangler, III.  Tax Map Section 9, Lots 60, 
60A…did I not change that…this will be on the eastern side of Route 20 from the previous 
application.  There is currently a mini storage located there and he is asking to rezone the 
property because currently the mini storage is a grandfathered use that was there prior to zoning 
and is a grandfathered use but due to wanting to expand that he is applying to rezone that from 
A-1 to B-1 and have a Special Use Permit for expansion in the existing mini storage facility.  
 
Bickford:  Ok.  Mr. Spangler’s already told us what he wants to do there.  So I would say if you 
have any questions in regards to this basically it’s increasing on another building on that lot the 
existing lot for storage.  Any questions for him? 
 
Gormus:  You going with the same pretty much the blueprint that you have now? 
 
Spangler:  Yes ma’am. It’s the same design. 
 
Gormus:  Not increasing any lights or anything like that? 
 
Spangler:  No planned at the present time. 
 
Gormus:  Ok. 
 
Bickford:  Any other questions from the Commissioners?   
 
Smith:  I move we set for a public hearing. 
 
Bickford:  Alright I have a motion.  Do I have a second? 
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Maxey:  Second. 
 
Bickford:  Any discussion?  Alright we will vote. 
 
Commissioner Smith moved, Commissioner Maxey seconded and it was unanimously carried 
by the Commission to send to Public Hearing 16ZMA239 Spangler, Mini Storage. 
 
Bickford:  Ok that’s been moved forward to Public Hearing the October 24th.  Thank you Mr. 
Spangler. 
 
Re:  Old Business-Introduction-16SUP236 ACP Compressor Station 
 
Bickford:  Ok Ms. Cobb we will go back to our old business which is the public hearing on the 
compressor station. 
 
Cobb:  Yes this is Case 16SUP236 owner/applicant Atlantic Coast Pipeline, LLC.  Tax Map 
Section 91, Lot 60 containing an approximate 68 acres on S. James River Hwy, which is Route 
56, in the James River Magisterial District.  The property is currently zoned A-1.  They are 
asking for a Special Use Permit for the purpose of installing and operating a natural gas 
compressor station.  I’ve provided to you the conditions that we discussed last time with the 
amended changes and Emmett Toms is here to do a little introduction for Dominion and I do 
believe they do have a presentation for you.   
 
Bickford:  Ok. 
 
Toms:  Good evening Chairman Bickford and fellow Planning Commission members.  I’m 
Emmett Toms with Dominion Resources and I have with me several subject matter experts on 
our compressor station should you have questions after the presentation.  And with that we have 
a young lady Carla Picard who is our communications manager for the project and she has a 
brief power point we want to go over that so with that… 
 
Chad Oba: (From audience) Excuse me (inaudible) I have a question.  I was told by Ms. Cobb 
that the people would comment first.  The public would comment first. 
 
Bickford:  No ma’am.  This is protocol.  They have a…you introduce a case and the applicant 
has the ability to present a presentation if he chooses to and we have to let them do that and then 
the public hearing. 
 
Chad Oba:  (From audience) That is not what I was told. 
 
Bickford:  Well I’m sorry if you were not told the right thing but that’s how we have to do it. 
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From Audience:  Mr. Chairman (inaudible) while they are setting up could you tell us how long 
Dominion has to make this presentation?  Is there not a set time?  If all the citizens are restricted 
to 3 or 5 minutes it would seem reasonable that there’s a time limit on theirs.  I recall something 
about 20 minutes being the standard.  Is that correct? 
 
Bickford:  I don’t know that there is a set time for their presentation.  I don’t think they have 
planned a long one. 
 
From Audience:  No you’ve got to give them a set time. 
 
Bickford:  I’m going to allow whatever their presentation is.  That’s my discretion.  I’m the 
chairman.  And then I’ll do the Public Hearing and I’ll allow the time for you all too.  Try to get 
both sides.   
 
Smith:  With Buckingham residents speaking first during the public hearing.  That’s what was 
told. 
 
From Audience:  I have a question.  I do have a question. 
 
Bickford:  Excuse me. 
 
From Audience:  Is it possible that Dominion tell us how long their presentation is? 
 
Bickford:  Do you have any idea how long the presentation is? 
 
Picard:  I can keep it to 20 minutes. 
 
Bickford:  Thank you.  O.K.  I’d like for…let’s give them time to talk please as per decorum. 
 
Picard:  Well and I’d like to thank you all for the time on the agenda.  In the interest of allowing 
time for maximum comments I will do my best to keep this brief.  We are trying to focus our 
comments tonight on responding to specific questions that we’ve heard so with that I’ll jump 
right in.  The image that you see on the screen there is of course is a rendering that was created 
for us to give kind of a unique perspective into the station.  Of course it is a rendering based on 
the plans that we’ve come up with to date.  We will be subject to a site plan approval so what 
you see here of course is subject to change.  Can you all hear me ok? 
 
Bickford:  Yes. 
 
Picard:  Oh ok.  Ok. So as I mentioned we’re going to focus today on some of the specific topic 
areas that we’ve heard from our conversations with you all and from conversations with the 
community.  Areas of specific interest: safety of course; air quality; noise abatement and 
compatibility with the Comprehensive Plan.  Just as a quick reminder the purpose of a 
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compressor station is not like a Dollar General which we’re all pretty familiar with, a compressor 
station is kind of a different animal.  A Compressor station is to compress or repack the gas and 
then boost it or push it on so it can move through the pipeline.  The proposed compressor station 
for Buckingham County will also include a measuring and regulating connection to Transco-
Williams which is one of our interconnection points on this pipeline.  And I’ll talk a little more 
about what that means.  I think that was a question we got last time.  And of course the proposed 
compressor station and measuring and regulating station will comply with all federal, state and 
local regulations and requirements.  So I came up with this graphic and if you bear with me it’s a 
little cartoony but I thought it would help explain how these two pipelines interact.  So you can 
see from the northwest corner down to the southeast corner the Atlantic Coast Pipeline is 
identified there.  And then in purple letters I’ve identified, and I’m just showing one pipe, of 
course there are four pipelines in that existing Transco right-of-way, so you might find it 
interesting that the gases flowing on the Atlantic Coast Pipeline from the northwest to the 
southeast and that will always be the case but the Transco line has the ability to flow in either 
direction.  And that is controlled by market demand so every day customers have the opportunity 
to buy gas for the next day.  And so depending on that market demand that’s what really drives 
the volumes and the flows on the pipeline for any given day.  So the exact flows of how that gas 
is moving on through the Atlantic Coast Pipeline and in either direction on the Transco line will 
be determined on a day by day basis.  And I just want to mention very quickly that the station 
that we’re building will include flow control valves as well as over pressure protection to make 
sure that we can constantly monitor and control the pressures and flow that are going from the 
ACP to Transco.  This will also…this is fully automated and remote monitored by our gas 
control center.  Speaking of our gas control center one of many aspects of our safety protocol 
that I wanted to share the picture in the top right corner is actually a peek inside of our gas 
control center in Bridgeport, West Virginia and as you can see on the slide as we say all the time 
safety is Dominion’s #1 core value and priority.  We pride ourselves on complying with and in 
most cases exceeding requirements of the US Department of Transportation, OSHA and other 
applicable regulations, standards and guidelines for safety.  Just a couple of features that I 
wanted to touch on specific to the compressor station and safety.  And if you’ll bear with me I 
want to make sure I didn’t miss anything.  The safety of our employees and fellow community 
members is our number one priority.  At every stage of the project we will use multiple 
overlapping layers of protection to ensure public safety.  We use ½” to ¾” thick steel pipe and a 
thick layer of epoxy coating to protect against corrosion.  Before going into service we inspect 
each weld in the pipeline with x-ray equipment and pressure test the entire line to make sure it’s 
totally secure.  Once in service we monitor the pipeline and pipeline facilities 24/7 365 days a 
year from our gas control center.  We monitor the pressure, the flow, the temperature of the gas 
at all times so we can detect even the slightest variation and take immediate corrective action to 
maintain the integrity of the pipeline.  Remote-controlled shut off valves can immediately stop 
the flow of gas if any sudden or unexpected variations are detected.  We also perform routine air 
and foot patrols as well as high tech interior inspections to identify even the slightest damage to 
the pipeline and make necessary repairs.  Maintaining a relentless focus on safety is always our 
top priority and it’s how we make sure natural gas pipelines remain the safest form of energy 
transportation in the U.S.  Moving on to air.  Air quality so I just wanted to reiterate that Virginia 
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Department of Environmental Quality issues the permit and the limits of that permit are based on 
projected emissions from the station operating basically wide open, so based on all the 
compressor units running continuously at the maximum unit operating load.  So the permit levels 
are calculated at the maximum possible operating conditions.  Of course what actually happens 
day to day would be much lower than that so I’ll give you an example.  And let me jump 
here…so related we got question last time we were here what’s the difference between a minor 
source and a major source?  Why is this compressor station applying for a minor source permit?  
That is actually a determination that’s made by the DEQ and I’ve got a link here on the screen to 
the DEQ’s website.  And in a nutshell I’ve given a couple of examples.  I’ve provided pictures, 
which is always helpful to me.  So a major source…examples of major sources are 
manufacturing plants or chemical processing plants, or a power station.  For example these are 
sources of air emissions over 100 tons per year of criteria pollutants.  We’ll talk about what that 
is briefly in just a second.   A minor source is less than 100 tons per year.  So that’s just a criteria 
threshold that’s established by the DEQ for permitting.  One thing I also wanted to note on here 
the DEQ has the flexibility to add requirements to minor source permitting.  For this compressor 
station the DEQ has required air quality modeling studies typically only required for major 
sources.  And the DEQ will require a public hearing on the draft application again typically only 
required for major permits.  So I included a note from the DEQ’s website.  So typically a minor 
source permit wouldn’t have to go through a public participation process but obviously they are 
familiar with the project.  They want to make sure that they’re very thoughtful and inclusive in 
their process.  So that’s still on the horizon for this project.  Ok I’m sorry if I’m rushing.  Air 
emissions I wanted to give you just a quick profile here.  We talked a second ago about the 
criteria pollutants.  Again the DEQ’s…the specific pollutants that they’re concerned with and 
that’s what creates that threshold value.  So the table that you’re looking at there on the left hand 
side you can see the list of what DEQ describes as the criteria pollutants.  And for comparison 
we’re showing again those maximum levels that have been calculated for the Buckingham 
compressor station again with everything running continuously wide open compared to the 
air…the levels of those same criteria pollutants in Buckingham County today.  So you can see 
that this compressor station is a relatively small fraction of the pristine air that we breathe today.  
So real quickly what is the maximum load for the compressor station?  And again I thought this 
would be helpful in answering some of the questions that came up last time.  So a lot of 
discussion about the horsepower and certainly it has changed as we have developed this project 
and learned more and modified the route.  The route for the pipeline as a whole is certainly much 
longer than when we started this project.  We’ve made a lot of adjustments and it looks more like 
a worm in distress now than any kind of straight line that’s for sure.  So as the pipeline has 
gotten longer we have increased the amount of compression needed at the station.  I want to 
explain that the two tables that you’re looking at there.  And I’ll start on the right hand side if 
that’s ok.  In talking about the DEQ process I described that you know they want to consider the 
maximum possible opportunity for air emissions.  So we look at the name plate values for each 
of these pieces of equipment.  So what that means is again on that right hand table it’s the 
maximum possible horsepower that can be achieved by these units under ideal conditions.  So 
I’ve got a little footnote on the bottom.  Ideal conditions for these engines would be zero degrees 
Fahrenheit.  Fortunately that doesn’t happen much here.  And zero elevation which is basically 
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seal level which of course would never happen here.  So the table on the left is what we call the 
ISO rating.  That’s the international standard calculation for horsepower.  So the table on the left 
basically is the international standard or what we describe as a functional horsepower rating for 
this equipment.  Ok?  Ok and I wanted to touch on just a few of, and I’ll try to go through this 
really quickly and keep moving, environmental controls.  You can see the top bullet there we talk 
about the “Best in Class” features.  So “Best in Class” what does that really mean?  For us is 
means a combination of state of the art technology, thoughtful and efficient design and a 
commitment to operational procedures that collectively will minimize any impact this station 
might have on our environment.  And I’ll give you just a handful of examples of some of these 
environmental controls.  So the top one fugitive emissions reduction initiative.  What this 
basically means is as the gas is traveling through the pipeline if for whatever reason we need to 
vent that pipeline, whether for maintenance or an unplanned event or whatever, we have the 
ability to reduce the pressure in the pipeline and then as that gas is being released through the 
blow down silencers it’s actually slowed so that the amount of methane that is released during 
that process is dramatically reduced.  So this is again a combination of newer technology, 
additional layers of defenses that we’ve added to this station to really practically address what 
we call fugitive methane emissions.  So just a couple of other things really quickly.  Again 
additional equipment that we’ve added on to this station to really bring down the total emissions 
profile for this station;  reducing nitrogen oxide emissions; carbon monoxide; volatile organic 
compound emissions.  And then the bottom three really are other environmental controls: erosion 
and sedimentation plan; the storm water pollution prevention plan and the spill prevention 
control and counter-measure plan you can see there.  Ok moving on to noise mitigation.  And 
I’m happy to go back and answer any questions on this.  Ok so the federal regulation requires 
sound levels from the station to be below 55 dBA at noise sensitive areas.  So that would be a 
home, a church… 
 
A noise coming from the audience. 
 
Bickford:  Would you please cut that off.  
 
Deputy:  Sir stop.  You need to step out if you can’t be quiet. 
 
Man in audience:  Pardon me? 
 
Deputy:  You need to step outside.  You are interrupting the whole meeting.  
 
Man in audience: I’m sorry.  It happens 24/7.  
 
Deputy:  If you were talking you wouldn’t want somebody doing that so don’t let it happen 
again.  Thank you. 
 
Bickford:  Appreciate it.  Thank you.  I’m sorry go ahead. 
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Picard:  So an example of 50 dBA would be for example a dishwasher in the next room.  I 
didn’t make up this bullet but I know from firsthand experience I actually just replaced my 
dishwasher and I got the low noise model and it was exactly 50 dBA.  That’s what it said on the 
label for the dishwasher.  So real quickly a couple of ways that we ensure that we’re meeting the 
sound requirement.  We’ve already performed a sound study at this location and I want to share 
those results with you and then our plan is once if approved and the station is built we would 
conduct a follow up study to ensure that we’re meeting those levels that we predicted  all around 
the station.  So let me go right to those results.  And again I’m happy to come back to any of this 
if there are questions.  Ok so I realize this is pretty tiny but let me explain very quickly what 
you’re looking at.  The triangle shape there on its side of course is the parcel where the station 
would be located.  You can see there’s a shape running through almost right through the middle 
which of course is the existing Transco easement area.  And then those lines that you see 
pointing up to the side indicate the different areas where we took sound readings from.  We took 
readings that are labeled with a P at the property line around the perimeter of our parcel.  And 
then the S figures are residences that are adjacent or surrounding the station.  So let me show you 
what those results look like.  So again we took ambient sound levels and that’s what you can see 
in the first three columns of data the measured and calculated results.  And then in the next 
column over, I apologize I don’t have a pointer but the predicted from the four gas turbine 
compressor units, that is the predicted sound level form those units.  And again that’s based off 
information that came from the manufacturer.  Now when we combine the predicted sound levels 
it’s not a straight addition formula.  It’s more like an algorithm.  And so what we have in the next 
to the last column is the predicted total.  So that’s with the station combined with the ambient 
sound levels that already exist in this area.  So that column that you can see on the far right side 
is the delta.  That’s the change that we’re predicting those residences will experience with the 
equipment installed.  And again one of the things that I love about this site is we’ve got just over 
68 acres of property.  The station is located in the center of the property so we’re going to keep 
all that vegetation all around the footprint of the station.  The actual station is about 14 acres in 
the center of that 68 acres so we’re keeping a lot of native woods and timber that has been cut for 
years and so those trees will stay and grow and thrive there.  Ok moving on.  Just the last few 
slides.  I’m almost done.  A couple other things that I wanted to highlight as I just mentioned the 
68 acre site.  The actual footprint of the station will be 14 in the center.  We’ve got a vegetated 
buffer along the perimeter.  And if you will remember that image that we started with we 
actually heard from a community advisory group that we worked with about a year ago and we 
actually moved the station even further back from the road and added additional screening 
thinking that we wanted to have more trees along the edge of the Transco right of way again to 
better block you know as folks are driving by on Route 56.  So we added additional tree buffer in 
the front of that station.  Ok just a couple of other points on the zoning ordinance provision.  
Route 56 has relatively low traffic volume today.  And after construction very little new traffic 
will be added as a result of this compressor station.  Again little to no impact on County facilities 
and services except that we have an opportunity with the communications tower that will also be 
part of this site if it gets approved.  We’ve worked with Kevin Flippen to see if we can add 
structures at the top of that tower to improve 911 coverage in this area, so potentially a benefit.  
And then finally just wanted to point out again…actually at the last bullet here of course the 
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station is sited adjacent to the existing Transco easement in on a parcel that has been historically 
timbered.  So it’s our belief that the general location and character is consistent with the 
Comprehensive Plan.  And then finally just pointing out again that the location and scope and 
actually a map of the route of the Atlantic Coast Pipeline is specifically identified in 
Buckingham County’s Comprehensive Plan.  Last slide.  I feel like I’m out of breath.  Ok 
economic analysis.  I just wanted to point out in the first 8 years that the compressor station is 
operational Buckingham County would see approximately 8.7 million dollars in incremental tax 
revenue.  So that’s you know these are new facilities that would be located in Buckingham 
County so this is a new tax on these facilities.  So Dominion the Atlantic Coast Pipeline would 
be paying those tax dollars to the County each year.  The total in the first 8 years would be about 
8.7 million dollars according to our calculations.  And the breakout of that if you look at 2022 as 
a one year example of how that would be broken out we anticipate that would be the first year 
that the pipeline is fully operational with regular loading.  About 60% of that tax payment would 
be for the pipeline itself.  That’s roughly $800,000 and then 40% of that payment is for the 
compressor station itself and that you can see is 438…I’m sorry $538,00 in that single year.  And 
then for Virginia as a whole the Atlantic Coast Pipeline project is a 5 billion dollar project.  
About half of that would be invested in Virginia.  Significant economic activity with jobs and 
spending related to that during construction.  And then once the pipeline is operational 
significant savings for customers, electricity and gas customers in the form of energy savings 
because we’re able to tap into abundant and affordable local domestic natural gas.  The only 
other thing that I meant to mention if I could go back for just a second.  I apologize.  One thing I 
want to point out the…and so I’m back on the station and the horsepower slides and then I 
promise I’ll wrap up.  So you can see we’ve got 4  
 
From Audience:  Their minutes are up just to let you know. 
 
Picard:  We’ve got 4 different engines there.  And you can see they’re 4 different sizes.  The 
reason for that is on days like today, in the fall and in the spring when we’re not all running our 
air conditioners or our heat, consumption tends to be much lower so the power plants are running 
less.  There is less demand for natural gas and other resources. So on days like today we might 
only need the smallest one or two of these engines running.  So having the different size engines 
gives us the flexibility to mix and match and only use what we need for that day.  So not only 
would it be very rare that all four of these are running but this arrangement gives us the 
flexibility to run only what we need on any given day.  Thank you and I’m happy to answer any 
questions that you have.  
 
Bickford:  Any Commissioners have any questions at this time? 
 
Maxey:  I do. 
 
Bickford: Yes Commissioner Maxey. 
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Maxey:  Once completed if built, hasn’t been decided upon, is there anyone that mans these 
stations? 
 
Picard:  Yes there is. 
 
Maxey:  All the time? 
 
Picard:  Thank you for asking.  No it’s shift work so they would be there during the day.  So the 
24 hour coverage is from our gas control center in West Virginia but we would have operators 
that are running the station during the day.  And we would have…again it would depend on 
whether they’re full-time.  We would have some part-time potentially.  But there would be 8-10 
workers that work at the station at different times. 
  
Maxey:  Also if you have a leak or a blowup is there anybody who…you have to come out and 
fight these gas fires.  I don’t know that our people in the community here know how to fight gas 
fires.  
 
Picard:  So we coordinate very closely.  We meet at least annually with local emergency 
services.  So that would be an ongoing relationship.  We do training and simulations but in 
essence the key inside the station is the emergency shutdown system that was on one of the 
slides, the safety slide.  Basically what that does is that can immediately isolate the station so it 
closes valves on either side of the station to isolate the station.  The gas within the station could 
be vented and then any if there was like an arterial fire or whatever that could be extinguished 
like a regular fire.  And I do have my operations guys here that can provide more detail on that if 
you like.   
 
Maxey:  How often do you have one of these compressor stations?  I know in Colonial they have 
every 40 to 50…it’s a lot lower pressure.  This is a high pressure station. 
 
Picard:  So it’s a great point because of the diameter of the pipeline and the design of the 
pipeline, it was designed so that we could only have three compressor stations on the Atlantic 
Coast Pipeline.  So there are many other compressor stations all over our footprint.  We’ve got 
about 12,000 miles of pipeline across 6 states.  So we have many, many other compressor 
stations but on the Atlantic Coast Pipeline there will only be three: one in Louis County, West 
Virginia; this one in Buckingham and then one in North Hampton County, North Carolina. 
 
Maxey:  Then this pipeline is going to North Carolina. 
 
Picard:  Correct. 
 
Maxey:  And from there it is stopped there? 
 



Buckingham	County	 Page	214	
Planning Commission 
September 26, 2016 
 
 
 

Picard:  Yes correct.  So the pipeline is serving primarily utilities.  About 80% of the gas that’s 
planned to flow through the Atlantic Coast Pipeline will serve utilities, electric utilities and gas 
distribution companies like Virginia Natural Gas which is located down in the Tidewater area 
and Piedmont Natural Gas which is headquartered in North Carolina.  They serve gas customers 
in North Carolina.  We would be delivering to Piedmont and then Piedmont would deliver to the 
residential customers and to Duke Energy to make power. 
 
Maxey:  I have another question. 
 
Bickford:  Go right ahead Commissioner. 
 
Maxey:  You said the County gets 8.7 million a year. 
 
Picard:  Over 8 years.  
 
Maxey:  Over 8 years.  Ok 40% of that is from the compressor station. 
 
Picard:  Yes. That’s right. 
 
Maxey:  And 60% from the pipeline itself. 
 
Picard:  That’s right. 
 
Maxey:  Who decides that?  The taxes. 
 
Picard:   Well it’s a formula…it’s based basically on your County tax rate.  And it’s a complex 
formula and I am not the tax expert but it’s calculated for the line as a whole and then it’s 
portioned out by the counties that we pass through. 
 
Maxey:  Is it by the state or… 
 
Picard:  Yes it’s regulated by the State Corporation Commission. 
 
Maxey:  And we can’t raise it or lower it or anything?  It’s a set thing? 
 
Carter:  You can raise it but then you have to raise the real estate to the same rate.  It’s got to be 
the same rate.   
 
Maxey:  Right.  And real estate’s going down if the pipeline goes through. 
 
(Applause and cheers from audience.) 
 
Maxey:  I didn’t want that to happen but I’m just trying to find the answers. 
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Picard:  I understand. 
 
Maxey:  You know you mentioned the 100 ton a year pollution for major compressor stations 
and less than 100 tons for minor ones.  You know I have no idea what that means as far as the 
pollution.  It’s hard to you know get a feel for that.  It’s really difficult.  We got this thing a 
month ago.  It’s the first time I’ve seen it.  Hadn’t seen anything on the pipeline.  Everybody says 
it’s in.  I mean who decided the pipeline went?  Did it go before the Board of Supervisors?   
 
Picard:  The pipeline itself is regulated by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission.  So 
that’s the lead federal agency that is overseeing the NEPA process which is a federal process that 
performs a coordinated review among a variety of environmental agencies. So because it’s an 
interstate pipeline it takes gas from West Virginia and delivers it down to Virginia and North 
Carolina.  It’s an interstate pipeline which is why if falls under federal jurisdiction. 
 
Maxey:  So we have, Buckingham has no say over that. 
 
Picard:  The pipeline well… 
 
Maxey:  The pipeline itself. 
 
Picard:  Right.   
 
Maxey:  Not the compressor station. 
 
Picard:  Correct.  Correct. 
 
Maxey:  Ok I’m just trying to…  Thank you.  Thank you. 
 
Picard:  Sure if you think of anything else I’m here. 
 
Bickford:  Any other questions from the Commissioners at this time? 
 
Gormus:  Alright. I’ve had a couple of people that have asked me, and I don’t know the answer, 
how loud is this blowdown situation thing and how often does it happen?  They’re scared to 
death about it.  Scared it’s going to make nose bleeds and nausea and rashes and headaches.  All 
this. 
 
Picard:  I’m so glad that you asked.  I appreciate that. So I’m going to answer your question and 
I’m going to point out that I’ve got 3 of my co-workers sitting here on the front row and between 
just these 3 gentlemen, and we have oh gosh probably half a dozen subject matter experts that 
we’ve brought with us that are happy to answer your questions but just between these 3 
gentlemen they have over 100 years of collective experience designing, building, operating 
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compressor stations and living in the communities surrounding these facilities.  Over a hundred 
years of doing it.  So they’re the best ones to tell you what it’s really like.  What I can tell you is 
that the additional equipment that I referenced earlier, one of the things that we’re spending 
millions of dollars for and Jeeva Joe if he’s in the room he can take credit for this or at least 
partial credit, we’re adding blowdown silencers to this station.  And like the name implies these, 
this is specific equipment that will slow the release and it actually reduces that sound level to a 
point where if it was happening on this property, sitting here we would probably not know it is 
happening.  The sound is dramatically reduced.   
 
From Audience:  How often?  How often? 
 
Gormus:  How often does the blowdown occur? 
 
Picard:  Well… 
 
Gormus:  Is it sporadic? 
 
Picard:  It would be very sporadic.  From time to time we may schedule maintenance activity 
that requires venting.  We would let the County and we could let our neighbors know about that.  
There are plenty of ways we can notify folks know about planned events.  Unplanned events 
would be very sporadic, rare.   
 
Gormus:  Nosebleeds and nausea, rashes, headaches and widespread breast cancer.  Tell me 
about that.  Does this cause any of those things? 
 
Picard:  Do any of you gentlemen suffer from any of those illnesses?   
 
Audience talking. 
 
Gormus:  Excuse me. 
 
Bickford:  Yes please…we’re asking questions.  Please let us get the answers.  I understand this 
is very emotional issue with everybody but we’ve got to try to get the information to make a 
rational decision here.  So please bear with us. 
 
Picard:  Yup…And I…I don’t know of any of those conditions that have been presented to us 
from any station that we operate. 
 
Gormus:  Ok none that you operate. 
 
Picard:  Correct.  Like…certainly can’t speak for other operators.   
 
Gormus:  Right. 
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Picard:  And there are wide variety of different types of stations that have different types of 
functions on different types of pipelines.  I’m not trying to skirt anything but this is a natural gas 
compressor station.  So there are different types of stations that are used in the production of gas 
and oil products.  There are different storage facilities. There’s a lot of different types of 
facilities.  They are not all the same. 
 
Gormus:  Ok.  There’s been some concern that this will open up some fracking debate. 
 
Picard:  So we’re kinda off the topic of the compressor station.  We’re talking about pipelines in 
general.  So the technology that is used in the Marcellus and Utica shale regions in particular the 
technology that has made the United States the biggest producer of natural gas in the world is 
called hydraulic fracturing and that is a process that has been in place for many decades.  It is a 
process of drilling down into the subsurface. 
 
Gormus:  It’s not part of the compressor station. 
 
Picard:  No it’s not part of the compressor station.  How gas is produced from those shale plays 
in the Appalachian Valley and it’s yeah, it sends its drill down and then sends it out horizontally 
to break up the (inaudible). 
 
Gormus:  We’ve had some people that are afraid. 
 
Picard:  Understood.  To my knowledge there’s not fracking anywhere in Virginia. 
 
Gormus:  Ok. 
 
Picard:  And just one other clarifying point so this pipeline is just a transportation pipeline.  
We’re not producers of gas.  We gather the gas from our existing pipeline system in the 
Appalachian area and we distribute that gas to customers in Virginia and North Carolina.  So we 
are a transporter of this product.  Fracking is one of the ways the product is produced in the 
Appalachian. 
 
Gormus:  Long ways away. 
 
Picard:  Long ways from here. 
 
Gormus:  Alright.  Currently without this compressor station is it moved by trucks on the 
highway?  I mean if we don’t put it in how does it get from point A to point B? 
 
Picard:  Well and that’s a great point.  So yes there are different ways that you can transport 
natural gas: truck; rail; pipeline.  As I mentioned earlier you can look at studies on the U.S. 
Department of Transportation website or the National Transportation Safety Board website.  
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Underground pipelines are consistently deemed to be the safest way to transport this energy.  To 
your question what if this pipeline’s not built, this pipeline is kinda different from some of the 
other pipelines you might read about in the news because it’s driven by customers. We have 
signed contracts from customers for the next 20 years.  That means these utilities that are going 
to be using this natural gas are so confident of their need for natural gas to fuel natural gas power 
stations that Dominion and Duke Energy are building right now to replace older coal fire stations 
that we have to retire.  We have to retire these coal fire stations to meet the EPA’s increasing 
environmental regulations.  In order for us, the utilities, to reduce our carbon footprint we need 
the access to natural gas.  We are aggressively pursuing solar and wind projects here in Virginia 
and many other states across the country.  But we’re not there yet.  Even with rapid advances in 
renewables over the last 5 years they still account for only about 5% of our energy consumption, 
I mean or our energy demand.  So we’re aggressively pursuing renewables.  But it’s not…you 
don’t just flip a switch and you know one day you’re using all coal and natural gas and nuclear 
and the next day we’re using all renewables.  It’s just not going to work like that.  Natural gas is 
a cleaner alternative and a bridge fuel to help ensure we can keep the lights on while we continue 
to pursue other fuel sources. 
 
Gormus:  Thank you. 
 
Picard:  Alright.  My pleasure.  Thank you for the great questions. 
 
Bickford:  Any other questions from the Commissioners at this time?  Ok thank you. 
 
Picard:  Thank you. 
 
Bickford:  Alright Ms. Cobb before we start the Public Hearing do you have a count on how 
many people want to speak? 
 
Cobb:  You should have 6 pages in front of you. 
 
Gormus:  I have 54 names. 
 
Bickford:  How many do you have Ms. Cobb? 
 
Cobb:  I have 53.  I see one that has been I guess took 2 lines I think. On page 4. 
 
Gormus:  Oh yes.   I see.  I stand corrected.  53. 
 
Smith:  That’s 9 hours. 
 
Bickford:  You have how many 53?  So we have over 100. 
 
Smith:  That’s 9 hours. 
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Bickford:  Ok.  Commissioners it’s 5 minutes after 8.  I would suggest we set a... excuse me.  
Oh wait a minute that’s not all. 
 
Cobb:  One additional name. 
 
Bickford:  Alright Commissioners it’s 5 after 8 I would say we set a cutoff time.  We’ll hear as 
many as we possibly can.  We will stop the public hearing, not stop it not end it, just continue it 
and Ms. Cobb and I talked we can make it on October 17th which is our work session.  We could 
start even at 6:00 if necessary.  Like for everybody to have their opportunity to speak.  I’m 
throwing…that is a suggestion.  I’m throwing that out at this time.  We need to decide that before 
we open up the public hearing.   
 
From Audience: May I offer a suggestion that we start with Union Hill community since they’ll 
be directly affected. 
 
Bickford:  That is a Buckingham public.  We’ve already decided the residents of the County yes 
they will… 
 
From Audience:  No the Union Hill community where the compressor station will be. 
 
Bickford:  That’s fine.  I have no problem with that sir.  Commissioners what do… do you want 
to do that?  We need to decide now.   
 
Maxey:  Yes we can do that. 
 
Smith:  Yes we can do that and I suggest a cutoff time of 10:30. 
 
Bickford:  10:30 ok we can do that.  You were going to say 10:00.  Ok we’ll go to 10:30 and 
then we’ll stop at that point.  We will reconvene on October 17th right here.  Do you want to start 
at 6:00 to make sure we get everybody in or you want to go to 7? 
 
Smith:  6 
 
Bickford:  Six alright with everybody?  Can everybody make it at 6? 
 
Smith:  Chet’s got a…might have a problem. 
 
Maxey:  I’ll get here. 
 
From Audience:  I have a question about that if it’s ok.   
 
Bickford:  Well wait just a second.  We’re trying to settle this now so we can get started. 
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From Audience:  It’s a point of order of how you deal with the process of scheduling of order 
and the time line that’s allotted to the County to respond to this. I’ve heard from somebody else 
in the room that there’s 120 days timeline, calendar days. 
 
Bickford:  What we will do is we will stop at 10:30 or there abouts.  We will reconvene the 
public hearing on October 17th which is normally our work session.  We will have…finish the 
public hearing, possibly ask questions of the applicant maybe.  There will not be a decision made 
that night.  It will not be made until October 24th which is our regular meeting.  That fits right in 
with the time schedule you’re usually allotted on applications. 
 
From Audience:  And then it goes to the Board of Supervisors? 
 
Cobb:  I think there is concern about a time frame that we have to make a decision.  I have 
checked with the County Attorney on that and we do have a longer time frame.  So by 
postponing that and continuing the hearing at a later time we are not in jeopardy with our time 
frame to make a decision on the application. 
 
Bickford:  Does that answer your question? 
 
From Audience: That is the question.   After the Planning Commission it has to go to the Board 
of Supervisors for approval.  The ability of the Board of Supervisor to make the decision, that 
falls outside of that 120 day range. At that point, that permit’s automatically approved. 
 
Smith:  We haven’t stopped it. 
 
Bickford:  You’ve got to stop the process first.  We’re not stopping it’s just continuing.  So you 
don’t have to worry about that. 
 
From Audience:  So when you stop it it’s like a pause? 
 
Smith:  Stops like it’s tabled. 
 
Bickford:  It stops. 
 
From Audience:  Will any of the Dominion representatives be at that October meeting? 
 
Bickford:  They will be at the 24th and I would assume they would be at the 17th to continue this 
public hearing.  It would be in their best interests to be here.  Ok.  6 or 7?   
 
Maxey:  6 is fine. 
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Bickford:  Alright we will reconvene.  We will stop at 10:30 just for time constraints.  We will 
reconvene October 17th, 6:00 right here and start the public hearing again and go through…That 
way everybody gets the opportunity to speak.  Now in saying that I’ll now open up the public 
hearing.  The criteria remains the same, 3 minutes if you’re speaking for yourself, 5 minutes if 
you’re speaking or represent a group.  And we’re going to start with the Buckingham residents as 
we decided. 
 
Smith:  You already said do the Union Hill residents and then the rest of the Buckingham 
residents. 
 
Bickford:  Correct.  It will be the representatives from Union Church.   
 
Smith:   From Union Hill first. 
 
Bickford:  Right. 
 
Gormus:  With that being said Rev. Paul Wilson. 
 
From Audience:  (Inaudible) and I was signed up first. 
 
Gormus:  Ok. 
 
Reverend Paul Wilson: This is a professional group from Dominion Power. 
 
Gormus: Speak into the mic please. 
 
Wilson: This is a professional group from Dominion Power, highly paid, and polished. They are 
doing their job that is what they are paid to do. We are just some poor folk here in Buckingham 
County. I represent the Union Hill and Union Grove Baptist Churches of Buckingham County. 
It’s about 250 folks. One church, two locations, one half mile from the proposed Compressor 
Station site. We are part of the United Baptist Association here in Buckingham County which 
comprises about 3,500 folk here in Buckingham County. We are opposed to the ACP and the 
Compressor Station. I am not a politician. I am a servant of God doing the will of God, a profit 
crying in the wilderness. God has always had preachers and profits speaking to and guiding the 
hands of our leaders since time began. When mankind ignores and rejects God then mankind 
pays a heavy price. Our church is located 1 mile, in the ground zero area of the proposed 
compressor station, ground zero of the environmental and wildlife destruction, ground zero of 
h20 and air pollution, water pollution, ground zero of our health concerns, ground zero of our 
property value loss. And Dominion Power tempts you with over a period of time, eight million 
dollars. You need to look at what you are going to lose in property values in this County. They 
are not even offsetting what you are going to lose. Ground zero of any eminent catastrophic 
event such as a fire or an explosion. God forbid.  Whatever ground zero is, we are the lives of 
ground zero. God gave man dominion over the earth and every living creature. He did not give 
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Dominion Power and it’s cooperate partners dominion over man, people, the earth, the 
government and Buckingham County. Dominion and its allies and partners are only about 
money.  Dominion Power has a highly paid and highly polished staff dedicated to do its bidding, 
to do its will and promote its agenda, to overwhelm the public, take in politicians with promises 
of money, greed, money, avarice, money, money. It is past time for the appointed officials to do 
the will of the people, not the will of big business. To learn about the other side of the coin, 
citizens of Buckingham County have had to seek outside help because we don’t have a paid staff. 
The professionals and other environmental groups, we have had to contact other communities 
that have been gravely impacted, destroyed or crushed by entities like Dominion.  The industry 
of Dominion has a poor track record. Now I know they have polished and told you a whole lot of 
stuff but we had to do some other stuff to find out that they are saying one thing but it is not what 
is really going on. We have had to learn what Dominion does not want you to know about. We 
have had to learn it for ourselves. Permits have not even been issued, local, state and federal and 
yet Dominion has begun stock piling materials and buying land for unheard of prices and talking 
about location, location, location. They have been putting on their attack dogs by their highly 
paid staff and expecting you to roll over and it is not about the ACP and the CPS for putting it in 
our back yard. We are talking about not putting it in anybody else’s yard. We are just simply 
stating and the facts have already shown that the ACP and the Compressor Station are not 
necessary. This is Dominion’s agenda and it is all about money. Something that is just passing 
through. We believe that Buckingham County has the opportunity and the God driven mandate 
to change how big business conducts its business in America. How we treat communities, the 
earth, how we listen to its citizens, put people and their lives and the environment over money, 
that we not pay the penalty over the course of time, over what history has shown us because in 
this age we the people are really informed. Question. Do we stand up each as slaves and build 
brick without straw under the task masters like Dominion Power? 
 
Bickford: ok, sir. 
 
Wilson: Do we become and remain obedient slaves? Or do we rise up above…What? 
 
Bickford: Your time is up. 
 
Wilson: I have five minutes. 
 
Bickford: You have had five minutes plus. 
 
Wilson: Do what now? 
 
Smith: Well over five.  
 
Bickford: Will you wrap it up? 
 
Wilson: Can I have 30 more seconds? 
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Bickford: Just 30 more seconds 
 
Wilson: Ok, I’ve got to find my place on my paper. Ok, there are those of you who say ‘Preacher 
give your sermon to folk at church’. But God says to give sermons to folk like you and to our 
elected officials because you really need to realize what you are doing. Listen to what God says 
‘What has a man profited and gained the whole world and yet lose his soul?’ Dominion wants 
you to roll over and say yes so they can use you as part of their propaganda and part of their 
agenda. So I implore you to say no whenever you make your decision to Dominion Power.  
 
Gormus: Chad Oba 
 
Bickford: Let’s do our best to stay within the time frame. We have a lot of people that want to 
talk. 
 
Oba: Good evening. My name is Chad Oba and I reside in the Slate River district. For two years 
now I have worked very closely with my neighbors who are in the highly impacted evacuation 
zone of the proposed compressor station. We, as Friends of Buckingham, have sought out 
experts on compressor station emissions, health impacts, safety, constant noise and many other 
aspects of living near a very large industrial sized compressor station. We have not in fact been 
able to identify a compressor station of this size anywhere. Tonight you will hear from many 
people, some more expert on their particular topic then others, some who are directly impacted 
and some who are simply good citizens who are concerned overall about this impact on our 
county and what it might mean for our future. Some of us have worked together and divided up 
our topics to avoid repetition so that you will have a well-rounded picture of the concerns. We 
didn’t just want to repeat and repeat what others have said. Some will tell you stories from their 
hearts of how much living in our quiet rural area with good clean air means to them. We are the 
stake holders here, these folks don’t live here. They can walk away from this. We care because it 
is us who would have to live with what you and the Board of Supervisors will recommend and 
decide. Zoning was made to protect us. I hope you will listen to everyone and carefully consider 
our concerns. I am here tonight personally to speak to you about the mental health impacts of 
living near a compressor station. I speak on this as someone who has worked for 24 years in 
Buckingham and the surrounding counties with children and families as a mental health provider. 
When speaking to those who live near to the projected site of the compressor station I have noted 
that there is a high level of anxiety right now due to the anticipatory stress and sense of 
powerlessness to change the course of this massive corporate project that has many political and 
financial resources. Like Pastor Paul said we don’t have the resources that they have. We don’t 
have the ability to make these glossy presentations. Many people are feeling uncertainty over 
their own health and that of their families. Their future plans are put on pause. We all need to 
have some future reference for our lives. We need to know this in order to plan for our survival 
and to eat least assume we will have a future. I have felt this myself due to my own proximity to 
the proposed compressor station site and what it might mean to the life I value here in 
Buckingham. I spend quite a lot of time outside gardening, taking daily walks in the morning, 
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enjoying sitting on my porch swing listening to the birds in the mornings and the crickets in the 
evening. The calls of the hunting dogs ringing in the woods have become a familiar sound to my 
ears. These are natural sounds. We know them. They do not drone on endlessly from large 
turbines, they do not startle us and awaken us into a flight or fright response.  
 
Bickford: Ms., your time is up 
 
Oba: My time is finished? Is that what you said? Ok, thank you.  
 
Gormus: Charles White. Mr. White could you give us your address please? 
 
White: I live at 3268 Shelton Store Road which intersects at South James River. Mr. Chairman 
and Madam Chairman. I’ve lived in this area for the past 58 years. I came to Buckingham in 
1955 to teach school and my father asked me how I liked Buckingham. I told him I didn’t and I 
was out of here as soon as school was over. Of course things happen and he came down one day 
and he said ‘boy, you are living in God’s country, whether you know it or not you are in God’s 
country.’ Now about the area, it has been designated as a historic area. And we heard later that 
although it is a historic area it is not a tourist attraction. There are lots and lots of historic areas 
that are not tourist attractions and we have them in Buckingham. But in this Union Hill area there 
is something that concerns me. The variety shades old plantation, a part of the bonderate 
plantation is a cemetery. It contains over 100 unmarked graves of slaves. And a bit of research 
on my part and some others, we believe in that cemetery are the ancestors of people living in 
Buckingham today. Everyone knows that at the end of slavery that most slaves did not get very 
far from the place they were slaves. And that is very evident and there is supporting evidence. So 
that’s a concern. I want you to know that people in the area are very concerned. They may not 
understand all of the terminology. I know I don’t. But anyway, one of the concerns we have, we 
know about all the recalls, in spite of all the inspections and quality control and legislation we 
have, we have food recall and automobiles recalled and so what is going to happen next. What if 
something catastrophic happens? Is Buckingham prepared to handle it? We heard a bit about it a 
few minutes ago. But the concern is still if something catastrophic happens then what will 
happen next. Thank you very much.  
 
Gormus: Please state your name. 
 
Jones: My name is Adrian Jones of 1295 Union Hill road. I’d like to read something to you real 
quick. 
 
Smith: Mr. Jones could you move the mic over to the center so we can hear you real well? 
 
Jones: Can you hear me now? 
 
Gormus: If you would after this gentleman please wait until your name is called. We have your 
names here… 
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From Audience: This is people of Union Hill. You said they get to go first. 
 
Gormus: Are most of y’all on page 3? 
 
Jones: It’s all mixed up ma’am. I may have been out of line and I apologize for that.  
 
Bickford: Go ahead sir. You are there now. Go ahead.  
 
Jones: I’m here to ask you to reject the proposal of the compressor station in the A-1 Agriculture 
district because of the already happening negative impacts of the polluting toxic facility on our 
property values. On the last meeting, Mr. Toms of Dominion told you they had paid market 
value for easements based on the property values and location, location, location. Yet, buying 68 
acres from Variety Shade’s LLC at over 37,000 dollars per acre at the compressor station forever 
lowered the property values in this location, location, location. ACP paid out to the former 
plantation owner 10 times the market value and was the last landowner able to sell their land. We 
have had several landowners unable to sell their land since the proposed compressor station has 
been submitted. While our values have dropped to zero, Mr. Toms has said that there are no 
health impacts from other, far smaller, compressor stations. This information is out of date says 
recent independent scientific studies. Operations of one-fourth the size of the ACP compressor 
station there are actual health reports that document the serious medical conditions that cause 
people and animals living nearby from the emissions and blow-downs. I want to defer, because 
of the time constraints to something else. That is to say, if our community is asked to burden us 
with the compressor station then how do we intend to offset our landowners in that immediate 
area that’s losing money? And that is pretty much for Dominion. Is there a 100% chance that the 
compressor station will never blow up? And if so, what is the ground zero distance? For those 
that have the fear of living close to the station are you accommodating them in relocating?  A 
pipeline ruptured in Appomattox a couple of years ago. A home a half mile away was 
incinerated. Some others barely got out alive. People three-fourths of a mile away the 
foundations were cracked. If the station is to be combined with two pipelines running through it 
then I can imagine that ground zero is probably triple that size. We are concerned about our 
future and based on the history of the pipeline, and deaths caused by the rupture of pipeline, we 
value more than the millions that Dominion will be making. But… 
 
Bickford: ok, your time… 
 
Jones: Lastly….Hold on, Please? 
 
Bickford: You have one more thing? You can wrap up? 
 
Jones: Yes, I’m so glad that they mentioned safety and they are concerned about safety. I am 
sure that you all will make billions in your investment. It was admitted tonight. So for the safety 
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of our community I would propose that you all stand up a unit onsite, since it is so safe, that it 
can address any issues that could happen to our community. Thank you for your time.  
 
Bickford: Thank you sir.  
 
Gormus: Alright 
 
Bickford: I think they are all from Union… 
 
Gormus: I don’t know. I think…just have them state their name I guess.  
 
Bickford: Could you state your name because we are trying to keep it in order here  
 
Kathie Mosley: Good Afternoon, my name is Kathie Mosley and I’d like to read some. We have 
a group called Concerned for the New Generation. I live pretty close to where it is going to be. 
My concerns are numerous things. 1) concern for the children who will inherit the land, what 
will become of the land, the water, the air, the property values. If there is anyone who is pregnant 
with a child or whatever, what harm will become to them, with the preparing of the pregnancy, 
preparing their food. They are worried about the pollution the compressor station causes and the 
children health. A lot of people in the area have health issues. Therefore, I say the compressor 
station do not permit it. Thank you. 
 
Bickford: Thank you. Would you state your full name also? 
 
Gillespie: Good evening, my name is Marie Gillespie. I live on the corner of Union Hill and 
Route 56. My house is probably one of the closest to this proposed compressor station. I am a 
landowner and a homeowner and I live there with my husband. The fact that our house is less 
than one mile from the proposed compressor station causes me anxiety and concern. I have been 
before the Board of Supervisors here. I have been before the FERC committee in Farmville and I 
shared some research and some findings but tonight I want to share a very personal side of my 
story. This beautiful, peaceful and tranquil and friendly place was where we decided to retire 
after living all our lifetime in the World’s greatest metropolis. This decision made after visiting 
friends and relatives over a 20 year period was easy. We were drawn by the pristine 
environment, the relaxing atmosphere, the clean air, refreshing water, unlike anything we had 
had in the metropolitan area. Two years ago unfortunately we were notified by Dominion Gas 
and later corrected to Atlantic Coast Pipeline that they were planning on building a pipeline and 
compressor station directly in front of my home. How could they I asked. This is agriculture 
land, not industrial. They can’t really be coming here. I was aghast that my paradise was to be 
involved and without my consent. So this evening I am here, as is my husband to request that the 
planning commission to deny the application for the exemption of the property in question from 
agriculture to industrial use. I worked for 30 years in the site of a gas refinery and several 
chemical plants. We were told that there was no danger, that everything was safe. Well tell that 
to about eight of my colleagues who have since succumbed to diseases directly related to the 
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pollutants, the emissions from this industrial site, not here but in the city. It was just 20 blocks 
from schools, homes and parks. What happened to the assurance of safety? What happens 10 and 
20 years after the pipeline and compressor station is built in Buckingham? Do we really know 
the effects of this? Do we really think so? Well, you see what happened in the city school that I 
speak of. After some additional research, I also discovered the hazards of a compressor station, 
the negative effects on water, air and soil. Especially upsetting is the emitting of the gases, 
namely methane. My grandchildren and especially my granddaughter visit on a regular bases, 
extended visits sometimes. One has a respiratory condition, currently she is on an inhaler twice a 
day, two nasal sprays twice a day. The environment here has been helpful for her, her physician 
says. He has even encouraged my daughter to relocate to Buckingham to provide the clean air 
and water she needs to prevent this respiratory problem. Ha. Ha. Ha. What irony. Once this 
compressor station goes in operation… 
 
Bickford: Ma’am? Ma’am can you…your time is up can you wrap it up? 
 
Gillespie: Yes, I’ll sum up. Begins emitting gases, regardless of how minimal her health will be 
compromised and relocation to Buckingham unlikely. So in closing, I say that we must close 
lope holes in regulations that make it possible for ever industry that promises another dollar to 
come and take over this beautiful green section of the earth given to us to be good stewards for 
our loving god. Thank you.  
 
Ella Rose: My name is Ella Rose.  I live in the Slate River district.  I’ve lived here in 
Buckingham County for about 4 years now.  I came from neighboring Nelson County where I 
still have family.  Their lives are also being plagued by the large pipeline that will run through 
their property so our family is being affected on both sides of the river.  I own my own home 
here.  I live a peaceful life and that’s the way I like it. About 2 years ago I learned about this 
compressor station that Dominion wants to locate here in this county.  I did not think too much 
about it but as time went on and I learned more about what people that live near compressor 
stations are forced to live with I did begin to worry some.  I decided not to let it take over my life 
because I valued my peace.  I have since learned that my home is the closest home to the land 
that Dominion has purchased to build the compressor station on.  In fact, I will be the very 
closest home so anything that is talked about here tonight will most affect me and my way of 
life.  Dominion has never contacted me about this.  This makes me wonder what kind of 
neighbors they really are.  I value the quiet I presently experience when my windows are open or 
while sitting outdoors.  I value seeing the wildlife that passes through my back yard.  It is my 
understanding that this compressor station will constantly emit noise day and night.  This will no 
doubt scare away wildlife and I will no longer have the simple pleasure.  I wonder what this 
affect this constant noise will have on me.  There will be lots of construction noise also and 
heavy traffic.  I am used to the quiet.  Will I no longer have this?  I’m in fairly get health and I 
know that as I get older I will need to be more cautious to my health as older people are more 
vulnerable.  Air pollution aggravates the health of people that live near compressor stations.  You 
will have already heard about this.  I will be forced to live with this because there is nothing I 
can do to prevent my health from deteriorating.  This is not the plan I had for my retirement.  But 
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it seems as though your decision to allow this change in zoning will also affect my future good or 
bad.  I hope you will make a decision that will value the life of the residents that live nearby.  
Our lives should not be sacrificed.  Please do not base your decision on tax revenue that may be 
short lived.  Our lives count and I’m depending on you to make a decision that favors life and not 
Dominion’s financial interest.  Thank you. 
 
Mary E. Rose:  Good evening.  I’m Mary E. Rose and I was contacted by the county by 
registered mail that I should come speak for or against the compressor station.  Ok.   I left my 
notes at home so I have to go on memory.  To go on record right now, I’m against it.   I oppose 
that compressor station.  I live about 400 feet, approx. 400 feet from that pipeline and the 
proposed site of that compressor station.  Yeah, I have a lot of concerns.  We have wells and 
what will happen if they contaminate our water or dry up our wells all together.  What will we 
do?  What would we do?  Also, I read everything that I can get my hands on about the 
compressor station.  I read the newspaper and everything Dominion or ACP sends to me.  I left 
my paper at home but one name I do remember it Emmett Toms.  Somebody was talking to him 
about the cheap gas and all this stuff and I remember in the newspaper, I left it at home, he says 
that this is a major wholesale pipeline and we are not in the business of distributing local 
domestic gas so that pipeline or that compressor station is not going to do us any good.  Also, 
they sent this book and it says what I need to know.  But what I didn’t know is they talk about 
vibration.  It says here that vibration, I don’t have my glasses on, this is similar to what happens 
when noise from a speaker causes floor to shake or a helicopter flying overhead causes the 
windows to rattle.  Now, a helicopter, that’s a fleeting thing.  It doesn’t occur every day and a 
speaker, I can turn that off.  But this compressor is going 24/7.  So, anything, you know if you 
shake anything over time, that it will become weak.  Ok.  Am I supposed to have my windows 
rattling all the time and my floors shaking?  Pretty soon I’ll just have a tumbled down shack. 
Who is going to replace that?  Will they build me another house or buy some type of insurance.  
What am I supposed to do? 
 
Bickford:  Your time’s up.  Can you wrap it up quick? 
 
Rose:  Pardon me? 
 
Bickford:  Your time’s up. 
 
Rose:  Well, I’m finished. 
 
Joe (Jeeva) Abbate:  Planning Commissioners, thank you for the opportunity.  My name is 
Joseph Jeeva Abbate.  I’m in District 5, Mr. Smith.  I’ve been in front of the Board of 
Supervisors and I’ve spent a lot of time with Dominion to educate myself on this.  At first at 
Yogaville, some of us thought oh yeah, we are going to get some cheap propane gas but that’s 
not the situation at all.  We quickly learned that we were going to surrender our safety and other 
property values and even have during construction have a confluence of trucks and construction 
equipment that could harm our operations for at least a year.  I’m here to talk about the dangers 
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about the compressor station and I’ve actually met with Dominion, these are some of my new 
buddies here and I’m hoping and wishing they get great new jobs in the solar  (noise from 
audience couldn’t hear) They are smart and I want to see them around.  Safety is our priority for 
Dominion.  Gas explosion and fires are a real threat to lives and property in Buckingham County.  
We did meet with Dominion and asked them many questions but we weren’t assured.  
Particularly when we tried to discuss and present gas explosions and fires, it wasn’t an attractive 
thing they wanted to deal with.  So thank you for giving me the opportunity to show some 
explosions and fires here so.  The Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration that 
oversees these types of infrastructure, they have a mission to protect people and the environment 
from hazardous materials.  That’s what we are talking about here.  Now I think the picture of the 
compressor station is beautiful.  It looks like an elementary school.  The problem is its sitting on 
a huge gas bomb.  Ok.  The highly compressed methane and volatile organic compounds.  Now 
you might say, well how many accidents occur?  Ok.  Well, there are numerous incidences 
throughout the natural gas infrastructure that are sensed and responded to.  Of those, only the 
most serious ones are self-reported essentially but you can see here that every year there are 
somewhere between 25-40 serious accidents in the natural gas infrastructure.  In 2014, there 
were 19 fatalities and 95 injuries.  So this is a hazardous material.  Ok.  In Sissonville, WV on 
December 2012, 4 homes went up in flames and collapsed in charred heaps after 20” natural gas 
pipeline, this one coming is 42, exploded in an inferno that raged on for at least an hour melting 
guardrails and pavement on swath of interstate 77.  Five other homes had extensive damage, 
several people were treated for smoke inhalation but authorities said there were no fatalities.  The 
Governor said that most of the people were just lucky enough to just not be home.  Ok.  So, now 
this is a natural gas compressor station in Logan County, Oklahoma.  A natural gas fire there 
exploded in a large fireball resulting in a large fire, 3 homes were forced to be evacuated a truck 
and property was destroyed.  Now this is the one that’s closest to my heart because it involves an 
evacuation.  The Durhamwoods Natural Gas pipeline explosion in New Jersey on March 23, 
1994 was a 36” gas pipeline broke and exploded into flames next to an apartment complex.  The 
cause of this breakage was given by the NTSB as mechanical damage.  Now that could be 
anything.  It could be a backhoe.  It could be a truck.  We don’t even know.  The resulting fire 
destroyed or damaged 14 of the apartment buildings, 1500 residents were evacuated, 100 
residents were left homeless and one death occurred by a heart attack suffered by one of the 
occupants.  They were unable to summon emergency workers amongst the chaos.  They have a 
problem like we have in getting our top quality emergency response people to a site like this.  
Ok.  That’s really an important point.  You can’t count on having a remote sensor that might not 
have a battery and someone up in West Virginia has to note it and you are counting on all these 
equipment responding quickly to turn this off.  Now, here is the Buckingham County 
Compressor Station Zone, the triangle there that you see in yellow… 
 
Cobb:  Time. 
 
Abbate:  Ok.  Could I have just a minute more? 
 
Bickford:  I will give you latitude for one minute. 
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Abbate:  Ok. So this blue line is the ACP and that is the probable impact radius all around those 
homes and the churches in the blue light.  We also happen to be in the Central Virginia Seismic 
Zone.  Also one of the reasons they are coming to Buckingham County of course, is the 
compressor station.  Which then connects to Transco.  Transco allows them to ship up to Cove 
Point where they can liquefy and ship it oversees for 4 or 5 times the profit.  Now they will say 
they are not doing this, but they don’t have to tell you that they are doing it.  Because they can do 
it.  So I’ve read your comprehensive plan, it’s beautiful but these areas are intended to enhance 
and preserve the resources of a rural county.  The compressor station’s special use is dangerous.  
Our plan for emergencies is inadequate, weak or nonexistent.  The use is not amongst the special 
uses enumerated and the proposed compressor station is inconsistent with your excellent 
comprehensive plan.  Please deny it. 
 
Ruby Laury:  I would like to thank you for taking the time or extending the time to listen to us.  
My name is Ruby Laury and I live in District 6.  My topic is problem of accepting Dominion 
Resources claims for tax revenues.  I live in the beautiful rural area of Buckingham.  My 
husband and I retired here in 2003 from California because we were looking for a quiet and 
peaceful area as well as plenty of greenery, fresh clean air, no pollution and good drinking well 
water.  My appeal to the Planning Commission is to please reject this application request to 
allow the Atlantic Coast Pipeline partners to build a massive compressor station in an 
Agricultural district.  We are so close to this that the known harmful impacts on our property 
values, our farming tasks, raising cattle, our orchards, our gardens, as well as our health deeply 
concern us.  I want to see the public relations strategy used by Dominion resources to promise 
our largely low income county $1.3 million in corporate tax revenues.  The ACP exemption 
application assigns $300,000 of these tax revenues to the compressor station, yet in its safety 
section, ACP tells Buckingham’s all volunteer fire and rescue services this money will go to pay 
for the extra equipment needed for fires and explosions and loss of life services, God forbid, and 
needed only because of the location of the compressor station in our midst.  This intrigues the 
question also what is the value of a single life?  Even our auto insurance policies cover $200-
500, 00 per person yet the ACP LLC shields itself entirely from the accounting of those costs.  
We have information from a tax accountant in North Carolina who studies these frack gas 
corporation’s tax promises.  His key points all showed us that Dominion Resources has never 
given Planning Commissions or Board of Supervisors any evidence for these tax promises.  So 
you the Planning Commission should demand to know the accounting method they will use to 
divide up all their assets to value this part.  How will they deduct and offset construction and 
everyday cost to get up and running? 
 
Bickford:  Ma’am, could you wrap it up? 
 
Laury:  How can they give this high figure from the frack gas industry limited shell reserves?   
 
Bickford:  Ma’am. 
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Laury:  Reserves that most scientists say have peaked in 2016. Taken together there are huge 
holes in their promised tax revenues that have persuaded many in our country to accept this 
compressor station burden.  So why not get more information about the negative costs before you 
think about approving this permit.   Again I appeal to you Planning Commission to reject this 
request to allow the ACP partners to build this compressor station in our area.  I just have one 
more question, your clock is faster than my clock at home, I timed it and I was under 3 minutes.  
I just want to know why did they pick the area where we live in.   
 
Bickford:  If you would, please wait until your name is called so we can get back in order.  
What’s your name sir? 
 
John Laury:   John W. Laury.  Mr. Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Board.  I thank you for this 
opportunity.  My name is John W. Laury.  I live at 2037 Union Hill Road in Buckingham.  I’m a 
member of the 6 Ward and my topic is noise pollution and medical effect.  At the last Planning 
Commission meeting there was concern about noise pollution generated by this huge compressor 
station sitting in the middle of our populous agriculture district where the peace and quiet is the 
most attractive part of living in this rural area or rural place and I ask that you reject his 
exemption permit which will continue 24/7, 365 days a year.  This noise pollution that will take 
away our great joy of living in Buckingham County.  We all know the difficulties of living far 
from medical service and source of goods, sustainable jobs.  We also know the benefit of living 
close to nature where we can raise children, grow food, raise animals, far from urban industry 
and pollution.  Domestic tranquility is one of the six guarantees of the constitution.  The 1972 
Congress passed the Noise Control Act stating as the policy of the United States to promote an 
environment for all Americans free from noise that jeopardize health and welfare.  Mr. Toms of 
Dominion  Power stated that the noise abatement plan for this compressor station would lower 
the decibel level the planning commission found intolerable at a visit to an in operation 
compressor station. But according to the Power River Basin Resource Council at the in operation 
compressor station depending on the wind direction the roar of a field compressor can be heard 
3-4 miles from the site.  Near the compressor station people need to shout to make themselves 
heard over the sound of the engine.  One Wyoming land owner has described the compressor 
noise in this way, “dreadful noise generated by nearby compressor station is so loud that our dog 
was too frightened to go outside to do his business.  Noise like a jet plane circling over our house 
24 hours a day.” 
 
Bickford:  Sir, can you wrap it up?  You time has expired. 
 
Laury:  Ok.  Noise that is constant.  Noise that drives people to their breaking point.  Noise that 
destroy their retirement dream.  A study posted in a Southern Medical Journal found huge health 
impacts from fracking gas noise pollution from bells, compressor station, loss of short term 
memory, driving motivation, increased blood pressure and anxiety, sleep deprivation, even 
constant noise at low levels are impacts especially in little children and the elderly.  Thank you. 
 
Bickford:  We’ve already said 10:30 now.   
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Gormus:  Lakshmi.  #3 on page 1. 
 
Bickford:  We are trying to get back in order. 
 
Bowe:  They already had one Friends of Buckingham, don’t they?  We can’t let each one of 
them speak for 5 minutes. 
 
Charlton:  Chad Oba didn’t speak for 5 minutes. 
 
Bowe:  Friends of Buckingham already signed up and spoke. 
 
Allen:  Mr. Chairman, can we take a 5 minutes break? 
 
Bickford:  Let’s let her speak and then we’ll take 5. 
 
Cobb:  Is this 3 or 5 minutes? 
 
Gormus:   They list themselves as Friends of Buckingham.  There is also someone else listed 
under the same group. 
 
Lakshmi Fjord:   I think there was confusion as to what to put there.   
 
Bickford:   So 5 minutes, then?   
 
Fjord:  Yeah, I’m representing Friends of Buckingham organization.  My name is Lakshmi 
Fjord and I’m a founding member of Yogaville and a landowner of James River District 5.  I’m 
also an anthropologist.  I’m presenting Friends of Buckingham statement but it really begs you to 
reject ACP’s exemption permit to allow a non-public utility provider to locate a heavy industrial 
facility in our agricultural area.  I want to bring you back to the comprehensive plan because 
we’ve share, Friends of Buckingham shares your principles to preserve our health surroundings, 
promote the health of every citizen and improve public health and then preserve agricultural and 
forest land.  So we want to bring to the public eye, the people who by geometric proportions are 
going to bare the greatest burdens and losses of these moral goods that you put in the plan, who 
are going to bare the harmful cost of disease and land wealth if this permit is granted.  Having 
listening to people I also want to remark that they are losing value in places in which they were 
very good stewards of their air and now they are being punished for that by the allowing of a 
huge compressor station that will send out toxic emissions applied for because the Ambien air 
already is so high.  So, I also want to point out that we brought with us and invited a speaker 
from the Physicians of Social Responsibility who came all the way down here on their own dime 
to testify on the…and she sent you a letter in advance to outline some of the medical impacts 
because these are always being denied by the frack gas industry but there is a medical 
compendium of the latest scientific studies that Physicians of Social Responsibility has online.  
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I’d love to give you copies of it.  You see a lot of people before you and most people here in the 
county know that the people that are being are asked to lose the most property value, live the 
closest are African Americans who live in a historic district.  As an anthropologist whose been 
looking into their history and has been learning from them I’m deeply concerned about the 
environmental justice issues that are facing this county and our nation.  We are all watching the 
protests, whose being asked to bare the biggest burdens in our communities and in our case it’s 
obvious.  All of Dominions cultural reports, their Section 8, Historic preservation documents and 
now this exemption permit, they erase the presence of the people in cultural history so this really 
busy slide that you see up there shows you  how really populated the triangle is as its formed by 
56, 663 and 660, Union Hill and Woods Corner.   This is the community that’s asked to bare the 
largest burden of a compressor station without a comparable…we can’t find a comparable 
compressor station in the country.  In this map which is part of a big project that we are doing, I 
want you to look at the clusters of homes.  This is a topo map and you will see, it’s hard to see 
but those are all houses.  There are houses everywhere.  There is people everywhere.  There are 
471 people that we know of, there may be more, triplets were just born right near the 663.  Very, 
Very close to the compressor station.  So, in these questionnaires we find that residents are 
majority African American, many are elderly, but of course those triplets exemplify how many 
children also live or visit grandparents often, and great great grandparents.  We’ve had those 
grandparents testify before you right now.  So, many close by resident’s reports that most of 
them already have existing health conditions.  They have asthma, COPD, they  have other 
respiratory conditions that require oxygen, diabetes, heart disease, but health impacts studies 
from a compressor station, folks living really near compressor station that’s ¼ the size of the one 
proposed revealed there are startling health effects on healthy individuals from daily exposure to 
this chemical cocktail.  I want to point you to one point which is when you saw the thresholds 
and the tonnage, the Pennsylvania clean air council pointed out to me the proposed level of 
carbon monoxide is already exactly, just a hair under the requirements from a minor source and 
with a blowdown it would be above it.  So, we are going to force already sick people, elderly 
people, young people to breathe regular doses of methane, carbon monoxide, benzene, which no 
level is healthy, and I think most people would agree that it’s medically unethical.  This is  a kind 
of terrible social experiment that the AMA, American Medical Association has come out the 
entire medical association has come out to say “ask for a moratorium on frack gas, compressor 
stations and wells because of the known health impacts.”  So we ask for you to reject this 
exemption permit from a nonutility to do this to our beloved Buckingham.  Thank you. 
 
Bickford:  We are going to take a five minute break for the commissioners to stretch a little bit. 
Then we will be back to pick up where we left off.   
Ok.  If you could get seated please so we can get started again.   We have a long ways to go.  We 
are going to try to stick to this schedule as close as possible as they signed up.  Also I’m going to 
ask the participants that come up to speak, I’m going to have to start cutting you off.  I know the 
enthusiasm is running high but we’ve got a lot to go and a lot of people to talk so I’m going to 
start holding your feet to the fire.  3 minutes and 5 minutes.   
 
Gormus:  I have Dr. Williams.  Dr. Williams. 
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Dr. Denise Williams:  Good evening.  Thank you for taking our comments.  My name is Dr. 
Denise Williams.  I’m a physician and a Board certified Internal Medicine Specialist.  I’ve taken 
care of patients in the Buckingham community for 25 years.  Initially with Dr. Irving Epperson at 
Buckingham Family Physicians for four years and then at Southern Albemarle Family Practice 
which is a satellite of the Community Health Center in New Canton.  Many of my patients some 
of whom are here are from Buckingham County.  I’m very concerned about the health effects of 
the proposed compressor station.  As you very well know the station will produce many kinds of 
particulate matter, pollutions and other toxins.  I’ve taken care of many Buckingham County 
residents who have asthma, emphysema, coronary artery disease and other diseases including 
some in the area that will most effected by the compressor station.  In addition, there are many 
elderly people, children, as well as women of child bearing age in that area.  Children and those 
unborn are especially at risk because their lungs are still developing.  Also, elderly patients and 
those with preexisting health problems develop more problems after exposure to pollution than 
healthy young adults.  It’s been stated that the pollution estimates comply with current 
regulations however the EPA and DEQ have failed to establish air quality standards that protect 
people exposed to compressor station emissions.  These outdated regulations are based on tests 
done on healthy young adults, not children or the elderly or pregnant women or people with 
preexisting health conditions such as many of my patients.  Some of the toxins my patients will 
be exposed to have not been adequately studied at all.   In addition the levels of particulate 
matter reported from compressor stations are randomly measured and averaged so the extremely 
high level during blowdowns and the high level during certain weather conditions are often not 
included in these estimates.  For this reason and you’ve already heard some of this, the American 
Medical Association which is a pretty conservative body has stated that these current regulatory 
procedures do not adequately protect the public health.  A comprehensive health impact 
assessment would evaluate the full range of emission impacts on all people in the dispersion area 
and will tell you what you need to know in order to make a truly informed decision.  As a 
primary care physician of many patients in Buckingham County I’m extremely worried about the 
negative health effects the compressor station might or may cause.  I extremely urge you for the 
sake of your constituents and my patients to deny the special zoning permit for the proposed 
Dominion compressor station or the very least require a comprehensive health impact assessment 
before you proceed.  Thank you very much. 
 
Gormus:  Barbara Gothleb. 
 
Barbara Gothleb:  I’m Barbara Gothleb, the Director for Environment and Health for 
Physicians with Social Responsibility.  I greatly appreciate the privilege you are giving me for 
speaking out of order as I’m not from Buckingham County.  By the way, I sent members of the 
Commission a letter and it’s my pleasure to bring you another copy now which is the one I 
promised with the citation for the footnotes of the mentions in the letter.  Frack gas pipelines and 
compressor gas stations pose serious risks to health and safety. Communities like Buckingham 
County need to understand these risks before deciding rather to allow construction of a 
compressor station that would import these dangerous toxins into your beautiful county.   The 



Buckingham	County	 Page	235	
Planning Commission 
September 26, 2016 
 
 
 

health risk associated with compressor stations include cancer causing air pollutants, radioactive 
materials, and the threat of powerful explosions and fires.  These pollutants come out of the wells 
with the methane and travel through the pipelines with the methane and can leak from 
compressor stations potentially exposing people to grave risks.  Here are a few of the dangerous 
air pollutants that are known to leak from compressor stations.  If you are not a doctor you 
probably don’t know what they do to the human body, you need to know because this is what 
you are your neighbors could be exposed to.  This is just a sampling.  Benzene is carcinogenic to 
human beings.  It’s linked to leukemia and other cancers and also linked to reproductive 
disorders and developmental disorders and there is no safe level of exposure.  Tamarin is where 
long term exposure can cause miscarriages and birth defects.  Pharm aldehyde another 
carcinogen, nitrogen oxide which you heard about from Dominion weaken the lungs and 
decrease their ability to absorb oxygen especially in children and the elderly.  That’s what the 
lungs are for, to absorb oxygen.  If they don’t do that properly you are basically not breathing.  
Particulate matter is these tiny particles that are suspended in the air.  They absorb airborne 
chemicals and when you breathe them in they carry these chemicals into your lungs.  The 
smallest of the particulate matter can actually like oxygen pass from your lungs into your blood 
stream and carry these chemicals throughout your body.  They can again reduce lung function, 
increase the risk of asthma, bronchitis, emphysema, heart attacks and high blood pressure.  Long 
term repeated exposure as you would get from a compressor station increases the risk of heart 
disease and death.  Children are particularly vulnerable to the lung effects and communities that 
have high particulate levels also have high rates of preterm birth, low birth weight and infant 
mortality.  Those words means in nonmedical terms is more babies die.  The Marcella shell is 
high in radon.  That’s a radioactive gas and again it comes up out of the wells with the methane 
gas and travels through the pipelines.  If you breathe it in radon can give you lung cancer.  In fact 
it’s the 2nd leading cause of lung cancer after only cigarettes.  It has a short half-life of under 4 
days.  It breaks down into other radioactive substances, radioactive polonium and lead with half-
lives of 22 years and 4 ½ months respectively.  In other words, these don’t really go away.  They 
endanger workers who maintain the compressors, people live nearby and potentially people who 
live further away in case of an explosion or fire.  As we heard earlier tonight, those things do 
happen. I’ll skip this slide on accidents and blowdowns.  The people most vulnerable to air 
pollution are children and pregnant women.  Children’s lungs are developing.  They breathe at a 
faster rate than adults.  They breathe in more air relative to their body weight and we hope they 
can spend more time playing outdoors.  Asthmatic children are particularly vulnerable and 
childhood is at epidemic rates nationwide.  Pregnant women’s developing babies are particularly 
vulnerable. In a medical study conducted in Pennsylvania found an increase in preterm birth near 
fracking sites.  Preterm birth being the greatest contributor to infant death.  Research near 
compressor stations shows consistent types of symptoms with impacts on all the major organ 
systems.  Their research also shows that people have more symptoms the closer they live to 
natural gas infrastructure.  This is particularly true for children.  I’d like to take a moment to talk 
about the symptoms the children get because quite honestly I can imagine people saying that 
these symptoms don’t sound that terribly serious.  Severe headaches, waking up at night with 
nose bleeds, you know, perhaps that’s a shame but is it really so bad.  Well, what these 
apparently minor symptoms are tells us is that the children are being exposed to chemicals we 
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know are very dangerous.   The most serious health effects that we might eventually see like 
cancer, like lung disease take years to develop.  The symptoms that we see now are just a red 
flag. Let’s think about what we are doing to our children.  This is a lot of danger to invite into 
your county.  This is a high risk level to impose on your families and your neighbors.  I urge you 
strongly and this is a recommendation from the American Medical Association to require a full 
health impact assessment, identify the risks to Buckingham County beforehand and make plans 
to address and minimize those risks before any permissions are granted to these compressor 
stations.  Don’t let Dominion make your people sick and then try to figure out if they can be 
cured.  Ask Dominion to prove first that what they are promoting is actually safe or don’t take 
the risk.  I’d like to say that power should never be poisonous.  Thank you. 
 
Swami Vidyananda:  My name is Vidyananda.  I’m an expert in stress management.  In two 
weeks I am leaving for a tour that I’m speaking on stress management in Portugal, southern 
Spain, Jab alter and London.   I’m invited to all these places because of my knowledge of stress 
and stress management.  I’m very, very concerned about the health effects of stress from the 
compressor station already in our county.  Two of the causes of stress are feeling that something 
is dangerous to you and completely out of your control.  I would like to say that what I’m 
hearing my neighbors saying tonight they feel this compressor station is dangerous to them and 
that the big money is going to roll right over the people in Buckingham.  I’d like to ask the 
people in the room to raise your hand if this is already causing you stress.  I think you get my 
point.  Another one is anxiety.  I think that living near a compressor station even as I do 5 miles 
away with the constant anxiety of the risk of explosion, leakage.  What we’ve heard tonight is 
that we know that there all of these toxic gases when there is a blowdown and they are regularly 
scheduled for maintenance.  They are blowing all these toxic chemicals into the air in this pure 
county.  I’d like to ask my neighbors how many think this is already causing them stress.  The 
idea that this is going to be out there.  The anxiety.  I think you can hear it already.  The 
compressor station, thank God it isn’t approved.  I’m hoping you are not going to but you can see 
the anxiety level and stress level it’s causing in this county.  The National Institutes of Health 
estimate that 80% of doctor visits are caused by stress in this country.  Can you imagine if you 
open the door to this enormous physical stressor in our county they health effects it will have on 
our population.  A toddler laughs about 200 times a day.  An adult laughs about 12 times a day.  
Do you know the difference?  288 fart jokes, are nuns allowed to say fart jokes, I beg you please 
not to allow Dominion to open this enormous emissions nothing other than a giant fart of 
methane, radon, formaldehyde, benzene regularly off gassing into this gorgeous, beautiful 
county.  Please let our toddlers continue to laugh 200 times a day.  God bless you.  Thank you 
all.  
 
Diahn Simonini:  That’s the first time I’ve ever heard you call me anything but Simo.  I’m 
Diahn Simonini from the James River District.  I taught in this county for 31 years.  Some of 
your most helpful, wonderful folks are some of my foremost students.  That’s one of the things 
that’s gotten me worrying.  I really want the Planning District Commission to reject the permit 
that’s asking for an exemption from the Agricultural A-1 District and say bring on the 
compressors.  But one of the things that bothers me besides the million other things that bother 
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me are the fact that we are getting these wonderful carrots.  We are getting carrots such as the 
jobs.  The figure I just copied down was 8,800 jobs.  Well, excuse me for being a little cenacle 
and having Pinocchioitis but I do not feel that if the Cornel University Global Labor Institute 
doing a study not backed by either business or the people opposing these things found that the 
industry generated job data is highly questionable and undoubtedly misleading.  They researched 
the Excel pipeline.  Now that’s Canada all the way down as far as we go down as a nation and in 
fact what they found was that there were 36, 36 full time jobs.  Now that’s how many millions of 
counties that must be.  8,800 jobs minus 36 I get 8,764 Pinocchio noses.  This is not truth being 
told.  As a Planning district I know that what you all are basing things on are growing the county 
in truth trying to make things brining in business but businesses that will not destroy anything.  I 
know many of you are people of right action and I’m defining right action as those people who 
try to do no harm to anybody and benefit at least some people.  The problem is even if you look 
at economic health, they are economic costs related.   
  
Bickford:  Ma’am, your time is up.   
 
Simonini:  Thank you. 
 
Gormus:  We are at Swami Dayandanda. 
 
Swami Dayandanda:  While the computer is being set up, I’m Swami Dayandanda and I have 
written to each one of you a letter and a packet which I believe arrived to your desk today.   
 
Smith:  As for transparency I would like to say that we met out in the parking lot before the 
meeting started today so if anybody has any questions, I would be glad to answer them.  Thank 
you very much.     
 
Dayandanda:  Thank you Mrs. Samuel Smith for granting me the appointment today.   That was 
very wonderful.  So my name is Swami Dayandanda.  I have lived in this county for over 34 
years.  Now I’m living in District 5 with my 93 year old mom.  I was so very proud that she was 
featured in the last Buckingham Beacon.  So I’m here to speak up for my mom and also the 
vulnerable population like children and pregnant mothers.  I also want to speak up, or I thought I 
would speak up for Union Hill friends because we have gotten to know each other very well in 
the last two years.  But I see they do not need my help.  They are not vulnerable group.  They are 
so strong in God’s spirit I believe that they will lead us to stop this pipeline and compressor 
station.  My mom and I will stand with you.  So, we need the Planning Commissioner’s help.  
Let me get to some of the information that I have.  A study has shown that 60-75% of the 
estimated damages mostly health problems from all natural gas activities result from compressor 
station activities.  Now, why don’t’ we hear about them?  Why don’t we know about it?  Why 
did Ms. Picard from Dominion said she never heard of them?  Do you know the reason I think?  
It is all the problems that happen near compressor station, people go and sue them and they get 
settlement, financial settlement and do you know what that means?  There is no disclosure 
clause.  We cannot talk about them.  This is why we don’t’ hear about them.  That is what I 
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believe.  Also I recently learned that 7,700 horsepower compressor station will emit air pollution 
reaching up to 6 miles.   This study was done by Kenda Morgan.  The air pollution from 
Dominions compressor station will reach even further than 6 miles because this compressor 
station is 7 times more powerful than the one in the study.  It’s also been shown that 90% of the 
people who live within 2-3 miles from compressor station experience health damage.  The circle 
there in the middle, that’s 2 miles from the compressor station.  In Buckingham that would be 
maybe 500 or more people mostly our friends at Union Hill.  But the potential for health risks for 
hundreds and hundreds of more people is great because of this power of compressor station is 
much greater.  Please raise your hands if you live or work within 6 miles radius of the 
compressor station or you know the people that do? 
 
Bickford:  Your time is up. 
 
Dayandanda:  Ok.  So, let me wrap up.  These are friends and relatives.  Your children, 
grandchildren, your parents.  Please choose the health of our people over tax revenue.  Please 
deny the permit or at least find out more.  Would you require a health impact assessment study 
both parties will find out more and then we can make a better decision.  Thank you sir.   
 
Quinn Robinson:  Thank you.  My name is Quinn Robinson.  As I said before I’m in 
Andersonville, District 4.  A couple of things.  I think the Commission is going to have to make 
an effort to correct some of the problems that occurred today with the early admission to the 
building to Dominion personnel.  There is a statement in the packet that the complete application 
was in the August 22nd packet of last month and yet they were allowed 38 minutes to make a 
presentation.  Let them buy ads in the Farmville Herald.  They contributed nothing but more 
propaganda.  This is a public hearing.  It’s the public.  The people who are trying to defend 
themselves against this.  I also want to point out.  This is just unjustified.  The whole thing about 
Dominion coming into a rural area and imposing this on us with the threat of eminent domain.  
Virginia has laws against payday lending, when people are vulnerable and can’t defend 
themselves the state steps in and tries to regulate and eliminate this.  It’s predatory.  The same 
thing about the elderly which I am one.  There are special laws, special protection, special 
programs, we even have one in the county that works very well.  TRIAD with the Sheriff’s 
office.  It’s important.  But yet Dominion can come in just ignore the laws and do the same 
things to the most vulnerable population in this area.  It’s ridiculous.  How does this connect? 
They should…exactly…perform outside the law.  We used to call them outlaws and they should 
not have the right to come in here and do this.  It’s simply wrong.  They made a big thing about 
the community advisory group.  It was a sham all the way and we know it.  It equated to…they 
came out and said they would paint buildings green or something.  It’s equivalent to when you 
have a disaster and they start rearranging the deck chairs on the Titanic, Dominion’s response is 
to buy more deck chairs.  It’s nonsense.  It’s not needed and we’ve got to stop it and it’s in your 
hands.  We know that the courthouse was burned over 140 years ago and we don’t know who did 
it but if Buckingham’s future is going to exist, you don’t want to be the ones that light it up 
approving this permit request.  Thank you.   
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Ben Cunningham:  I have some documents for you all to look at and pass through.  These are 
showing 2 mile health impact zones.   You guys can hand them out.  They are different each one.  
This compressor station may be the largest in the state to my knowledge.  Before we start that I 
have a presentation to open.  While she’s opening that, my name is Ben Cunningham.  I live in 
Nelson County just across the river in Afton.  So as you guys heard earlier Dominion talked 
about their minor source versus the major source distinction.  That being 100 tons per year 
emitted criteria pollutant or above that or under that.  Mr. Maxey, I remember you asked about it 
a little bit.  A few of us mentioned earlier we are a very, very close to exceeding that minor 
source permit threshold.  As you can see here on my slide, the amounts of carbon monoxide that 
their updated application has state to the state is 95.2 tons per year.  So what they don’t talk 
about in their current permit application basically says nothing about how they will reevaluate 
environmental health impacts should the compressor station grow horsepower output 
requirements again.  This compressor station’s horsepower grew because their groups and efforts 
had shifted the pipelines route and Dominion decided to lengthen it by over 30 miles adding 
almost 20,000 horsepower there, excuse me more like around 13.  So what if that happens again.  
Another thing as far as I can tell this could be the largest compressor station in the State of 
Virginia from my map and from my knowledge.  Bare that in mind, please.  So a lot of people 
talked about adverse health effects.  I’m not going to get really into them but I am going to say 
that David Brown, a public health toxicologist for Southwest Pennsylvania Environmental 
Health Project did that study on the compressor station 2 mile area health effects that was a 
12,000 horsepower station.  This compressor station maximum output could be 57,000 
horsepower, they are telling us 53, either way that’s over 4 times the size.  Um, people in their 
area are being told they are alright because air standards aren’t being violated but when 
someone’s child wakes up with a nose bleed in the middle of the night they will know something 
is going wrong.  These federal standards are not designed to protect people from frequent close 
range pollution emission.  Their aim is to improve overall regional air quality.  So please keep 
that in mind.  This is the 2 mile health impact zone.  To my knowledge from the Census Bureau, 
over 471 people live within that zone.  So you guys do the math on how many people that could 
experience…there was…we heard earlier that 90% of the people in this zone experience adverse 
health effects, so 90% of 471.  Now let’s get down into the nitty gritty.  I have a video showing 
what a compressor station looks like.  This worked a moment ago.  A blowdown if I can get to 
that, a blowdown is a complete venting of the natural gas within a compressor station or pipeline 
into the atmosphere to reduce the pressure and empty the system.  They are extremely loud.  If 
this doesn’t work by the time my 3 minutes is up I will be emailing you… 
 
Bickford:  Your time is up.   
 
Cunningham:  It is up.  Well, thank you very much and please decline this change to the A1 
exemption permit and in what I’ve handed you, you will see tables, specifically C3 page 36 of 
the updated air permit document.  Please check that out.  Thank you very much. 
 
Evan Johns:  Good evening.  My name is Evan Johns and I’m an attorney with Appalachian 
Mountain Advocates in Charlottesville and I’m here on behalf of the Virginia Chapter of the 
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Sierra Club, Chesapeake Climate Action Network, Friends of Buckingham and Yogaville 
Environmental Solutions.  I’d like to thank the Commission for taking me out of time again 
someone that traveled here from a neighboring county but I’m not a Buckingham native so I 
appreciate that.  I’m here to ask the Commission or really inform the Commission that they have 
one choice in this matter and that’s to deny the Special Use Permit application and for one 
simple reason.  It’s legally ineligible for Special Use Permit for the zone in which it’s proposed 
to be located in.  District A-1 is what’s called an inclusive zone.  I’m sure you are familiar with 
that.  That means that use of land has to be exclusively provided for in the zoning ordinance or 
else it’s forbidden.  It can be provided for in terms of the Special Use Permit as we have here.  
Strangely enough the application in this case does not say what the permitted use that Dominion 
is applying for this compressor station is.  However as we heard a representative say earlier it 
appears to be the use of a public utility booster station.  Now there is binding president from the 
Supreme Court of Virginia that says when a zoning ordinance used the word public utility that’s 
not a blank check to build any kind of facility that involves pipes or even natural gas or anything 
like that.  It only refers to those utility uses that are designed to implement, to further… that 
might be necessitated by the substance of land use as provided for.  Our zoning ordinance 
preamble to district A-1 as well as the comprehensive plan make clear that that is for rural and 
agricultural uses here.  Not for large interstate pipelines that are transferring gas not to individual 
consumers but as Dominion representatives said just a moment ago to other utilities.  They 
specifically refer to their customers as utilities.  How else do we know that Virginia 
doesn’t…Dominion Virginia Power doesn’t quality for a special use permit?  Under the Virginia 
Code they are not considered a public utility.   The Virginia Utilities Act, that’s Virginia Code 
56-265.1 distinguishes between natural gas utilities and non-utility gas services.  Actually the 
county’s other zoning ordinances do the same thing.  If you look at Buckingham County’s Utility 
Tax Ordinance, it also distinguishes between those two types of entities.  Interstate pipelines 
versus natural gas utilities.  More important than that, the other reason we know that’s the case is 
that the zoning ordinance already speaks to where natural gas compressor stations that are part of 
an interstate transmission pipeline need to be sited and that is in a heavy industrial zone.  One of 
the special use permits permitted in that zone is a gas transmission facility.  As Dominion has 
said, they repeatedly described their project as a transmission line and that term transmission has 
a specific meaning in the natural gas industry.  It distinguishes it from distribution lines that 
serve our own houses, that serve even large factories or industrial users.  Rather, transmission 
refers to large interstate pipelines.  So we know that had the zoning ordinance meant a facility 
like Dominion’s to be located with District A-1 it would have used a different term instead of 
using that term in the heavy industry zone.  You know, another reason that we know that’s the 
case is as Dominion itself admits in its application this would be an inappropriate use in a village 
center or a recreational area but if you look at those more restrictive zones in the zoning 
ordinance they allow as does District A-1 for a public utility booster station.  So that’s how we 
know that term isn’t supposed to encompass these larger facilities that have more of a public 
nuisance potential as the zoning ordinance discusses.  I believe hopefully that you all received 
my letter that I sent dated I believe it was September 19th and that was included in your packet.  
If any Commissioners have any question I’d be happy to answer them either now or later.  Thank 



Buckingham	County	 Page	241	
Planning Commission 
September 26, 2016 
 
 
 

you for your time, if there are no questions from the Commissioner’s I appreciate the 
opportunity.  Thank you. 
 
Bickford:  Thank you sir. 
 
Gormus:  Swami Samaranch, 108 Yogaville Way, Buckingham? 
 
Audience:  Repeated the name 
 
Gormus:  Sounds good to me. 
 
Audience:  She’s not here. 
 
Gormus:  She’s not here.  Absent.  Ok.  Ruth Hall is on deck. 
 
Cobb:  We have Peter Bruns. 
 
Gormus:  He’s up here.  She’s on deck.  
 
Peter Bruns:  I’m Peter Bruns.  242 Selma Road, Howardsville.  One branch of my family tree 
goes back 5 generations in Buckingham.  I’m 5th generation landowner here.  Before I went back 
to college to get my BA and MS in environmental sciences I worked on oilfields for a couple of 
years in Texas and the Gulf of Mexico.  So that’s why I’m here tonight.  I love Buckingham 
County and I know something about the opinion I’m going to provide.  I hope you all will not 
allow this compressor to go forward.  This is mostly about profits for corporations and investors.  
Not about the people.  There is a country music song that brings that up but I’m not sure if it’s 
appropriate to bring that up.  The people who profited from the sale of the land where the 
compressor is supposed to go, the sale to ACP LLC have bought the land sometime before when 
they were in the know of what was going to possibly come through here.  Then they sat on the 
land and until, Golly, they want this land that we own to put the compressor in and they sold it 
and took the money back to Dallas.  A whole pipeline the APC and sending it up through 
Transco to Hampton Roads to go overseas most likely.  It’s all about profit over the people, the 
heritage, the farms and homes that have been in families for generations that cross the 
Appalachian Trail, Blue Ridge Parkway, going through the topography of Augusta County.  200 
ft. sinkhole opens up over this 42” pipeline, what the hell?  It’s going to be within 100’s of feet 
from schools and homes.  Ms. Picard said it’s a distribution system driven by 20 year…by 
customers with 20 year contracts.  No one builds a pipeline for 20 years.  The Colonial Pipeline 
that brings gasoline up here I think 45-or 7 years old.  They patched it up and it’s going again.  
It’s bringing gasoline back up.  She said it’s going to be a bridge fuel.  That’s a nice phrase to 
throw in here.  They don’t build a pipeline like this for 20 years to be…for bridge fuels.  She said 
it brings significant savings to customers when their gas is distributed to Dominion, Duke, 
Piedmont, Natural Gas.  There is something called stranded costs.  When this pipeline is 
abandoned or underutilized, they’ve got 4 different engines that can run 7000 horsepower the 
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whole time and the expenses of building it are taken back in time, it’s not the pipeline owners 
that are going to pay for the debt incurred, it’s the people who buy their gas at the residential 
level.  The people that buy their electricity at the residential level.  Don’t give them the goldmine 
and give us the shaft. 
 
Ruth Mary Hall:  Thank you.  My name is Ruth Mary Hall.  I first visited Buckingham in 1991.  
I bought land here in 2002 that was so beautiful and I built my retirement dream home here in 
2012.   I’m also asking you to reject this permit.  It would permanently change the natural beauty 
of this beautiful county.  Other places with compressors have been permanently changed for the 
worse.  There was a question about the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission.  This is a copy.  
May I give it to you Chairman?  This is copy of the legal request for US Congress to hold 
hearings on the Federal Regulatory Commission, shortened to FERC.  Conflict of interest by 182 
local, state, and national organizations 35 states including local ones here that represent over 
2,000,000 members and FERCs conflicts of interest are multiple.  It started out as a water utility 
regulator and later came to regulate the oil and gas industry.  It is paid 100% by oil and gas 
corporations.  FERC has allowed frack gas companies to segment their applications so that even 
when local people and groups are started regulatory…legal proceedings, FERC keeps letting 
them build these pipelines while they are being litigated against.  So, FERC does not require the 
frack gas companies to make changes required after they have been found to harm people, 
resources, livestock, and land.  So Atlantic Coast Pipeline partners are not a public utility 
bringing benefits to the consumer.  No homes or businesses here in the County are going to 
benefit from this yet FERC will allow these frack gas companies to…that are seizing private land 
and to harm our national parks solely for profit.  We urge you to protect our health and economic 
interest.  Thank you very much. 
 
Gormus:  Annie Parr, Sharon Ponton.  Annie Parr, you are up.  Sharon Ponton, you are on deck.   
Mrs. Cobb, four on this page moved to the first page.  She’s already spoke. 
 
Annie Parr:  Hi, my name is Annie Parr.  I am in the James River District.  I like living here.  I 
think Buckingham is pretty special.  First I want to thank you for the opportunity to speak.  I 
want to thank you for the job that you do.  It’s not always a pleasant one.  It carries with it a lot 
of responsibility.  In thinking of what to say and what was most important to say tonight.  It 
came to me that you have already established what should take place and how this should be 
handled.  You have worked hard for zoning ordinances that will create a character for 
Buckingham County.  An intelligible character.  How it should be developed and move forward 
and to have a limited liabilities company to interrupt our plan for their own plan is not what I 
think you as representatives of the citizens here in Buckingham  County will allow.  We have a 
special thing here and you’ve worked very hard and I know long nights getting this in place.  It’s 
in place. Let’s use it.  Let’s use what we’ve got.  We’ve planned for this county.  There’s one 
other thing I want to say, I think that I heard in some of the limited liabilities corporation’s 
presentations that this pipeline will be utilized for 40 years.  Well, I’m one to tell you, I 
live…property that I am associated with, joins on the Williams-Transco line.  There are 4 
pipelines in that corridor. This summer, within the last month, monthly and a half, they have 
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been working on one of those lines.  The ditches were open, the pipes were cut out and I 
visited…I got real familiar with the subcontractors.  I went almost every day to see what was 
going on.  Some of these pipes were put in the ground for that pipeline in the 40’s.  That’s how 
old they are.  I was told one was put in in the 40’s and one in the 50’s and I don’t remember 
thereafter.  That’s how old some of those pipelines were and they were working on them and 
there were bad spots in them.  They had to completely cut sections of pipe out and replace.  They 
are proposing to hook a new pipeline up with old pipelines with excessive compressor station.   
 
Bickford:  Ok. 
 
Parr:  I don’t see that as a safe situation.  I thank you for any consideration that you will give to 
denying this permit.  It is not appropriate from the get got to the go. 
 
Sharon Ponton:  My name is Sharon Ponton and I actually live across the river in Nelson 
County.  I work for the Blue Ridge Environmental Defense League.  I’m here also to say that 
you legally cannot give the Atlantic Coast Pipeline this permit because they are not a public 
utility.  As Ms. Picard said earlier, they serve utilities and they Atlantic Coast Pipeline is owned 
by a partnership of a public utilities but the Atlantic Coast Pipeline is a separate entity.  It’s a 
separate corporation and it is a natural gas transmission company.  In the things that I included 
on, let’s see, page 5 I think is the language of their own organizational documents about what 
their business is and it says that the business of acquiring, planning, designing, financing, 
constructing, operating, owning, improving, marketing, maintaining and expanding the facilities 
engaging in the transmission of natural gas.   It does not say a thing about them being a public 
utilities.  So I did some other research.  A natural gas company as far as FERC is concerned is 
termed, natural gas company needs a person engaged in the transportation of natural gas in 
interstate commerce or the sale of interstate commerce of such gas for resale.  This company was 
formed in Delaware not in Virginia.  I went to the website of the State Corporation Commission.  
They are not a regulated utility in Virginia.  And your carve out, your exception in your zoning 
law is for a public utility and the Atlantic Coast Pipeline is not one.  There is also a court case 
that’s coming up before the Supreme Court and while it is on the survey law, it also will deal 
with whether they are a public service company.  So, that probably is going to be heard later this 
year or maybe in January of next year.  But it is our opinion that Dominion has attempted to blur 
the lines between the Atlantic Coast Pipeline and the utilities that own it.  So they have come to 
you to ask you to issue this permit as if they are a utility and they are not so we suggest that you 
deny this permit at least do more research and have your attorney’s do more research.  Thank 
you very much. 
 
Heidi Dtivya Berthood:  I’m Heidi Dtivya Berthood and I’m from the District 5 James River 
District.  I’m here to talk about earthquakes.  Who here remembers the 5.8 earthquake we had 5 
years that we centered near Mineral VA, home of Dominion’s North Anna nuclear power plants?  
This was felt from Ontario to Georgia.  According to USGS reports, a notable quake with a 
magnitude of 4.0 or higher east of the Rockies is a rarity.  However a recent study published in 
the Journal of Geophysical Research-Solid Earth is shedding light on the likely causes behind the 
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5.8 event and may indicate there are more to come.  In reference to a 3.2 earthquake in Shadwell 
in 2001, a VA Tech website says this is an area in the Virginia Piedmont that has long been 
recognized as an area of increased seismic activity in the central Appalachians.  So our terra 
firma is not as firma as we thoughta.  We can recall that the 5.8 did a lot of damage in the nearby 
area.  People are still recovering from the financial impacts of damage to their homes, buildings.  
Two concerns that we should have, Earthquakes would do serious damage to the high pressure, 
highly volatile compressor station and all pipeline infrastructure.  Earthquakes would interrupt 
the Wi-Fi communications system the compressor station and pipeline would use.   First, on the 
damage to the infrastructure.  BREDL, who Sharon just spoke with, has compiled some alarming 
information sourced from PHMSA, the Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration.  
PHMSA has created standards for construction and maintenance, classes 1-4, Class 1 contains a 
lower population density than class 4.Where there is a lower density population, class 1, that’s 
us, the pipeline wall thickness is 75% less than a higher density population area in class 4.  The 
distance between valves in class 1 is 20 miles, that’s us, for class 4 it’s 5 miles apart.  Weld 
testing for Class 1, 10% are tested, class 4, 90-100% welds are tested.  So we are to be sacrificial 
lambs for Dominion’s stockholders.  What happed to basic ethics?  Do unto others as you would 
have them do unto you.  Post construction, transmission line security patrols, the intervals 
between patrols would be 75% less for class 1 versus class 4.  For transmission leakage surveys, 
class 1 and 2, the maximum intervals is every 15 months; class 4, 4 ½ months.  Weaker standards 
make construction cheaper and the infrastructure more dangerous and all in a high earthquake 
zone.  These regulations read like a war zone.  Our lives are less important, and can be sacrificed 
for the greater good of the burgeoning pockets of the Dominion stockholders.  
 
Bickford:  Ma’am, your time is up. 
 
Berthood:  May I just finish here? 
 
Bickford:  No, your time is up. 
 
Berthood:  I just want to say something about the Wi-Fi that’s really important.    Wi-Fi means 
an unsecured and easily identified system that is the absolute worst system for monitoring and 
operations of a mega pipeline system.  
 
Bickford:  Ma’am.   
 
Berthood:   It is easily hackable, easy to manipulate and/or destroy by vandalism, terrorism and 
earthquakes.  Fiber optic is virtually terrorism proof by the fact it is a deeply buried cable.  
You’ve got the idea.  That information is in there in the handout.  Thank you.  
 
Gormus:  Ernest Reed.  There is a name I cannot pronounce.  Pryaananda.  You are on deck. 
 
Ernest Reed:  My name is Ernest Reed.  I live in Nelson County.  I am representing two 
different organizations.  Wild Virginia and Friends of Nelson.  I hope that gives me at least 5 
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minutes.  I’d like to speak to a personal experience that I had on behalf of my membership, my 
friends and colleagues.  I want to talk about the experience I had at the Thursday, November 5th 
Community Advisory Group meeting.  When I was there I was privy to the information as was 
Dominion that prior to that meeting the distance of the Atlantic Coast Pipeline was going to be 
expanded by at least 30 miles.  That means the level of compression was going to have to be 
increased somehow.   So I went to the Dominion desk and I said well, tell me what you have 
showing here in terms of the size of the compressor station.  Is it going to have to be bigger?  
They said yeah it is.  I said well how much bigger?  He said well, we’re not exactly sure but it 
will have to be this, this and this.  I said, well, isn’t this important information for the people at 
this meeting to have.  They said, well it probably is.  I said is it possible to speak to the people 
here and give them that information?  Will there be an opportunity for public to speak at this 
meeting?  They said oh, yes.  At the end of the meeting we’ll give the people a chance to speak.  
Well, the people, two different Dominion people who told me but the same Dominion people 
who stopped the meeting and said, we are…and I said are we going to have a chance to speak?  
They said no, we stopped the meeting.  So I didn’t have a chance to give that information to 
them.  What that means to me, it is definitely not in Dominion’s interest to give that to the public 
to have all the information it needs to be able to comment responsibly on the project.  If it were 
in their best interest, they would go to great lengths to make sure it was available.  I would 
submit and I know you are just coming in contact with a great deal of this information that you 
have.  A lot of great information here tonight.  120 days is not going to be sufficient for you to 
absorb what’s taken us since May of 2014 to be able to assimilate ourselves.  In that amount of 
time, citizens have ponied up money and raised money to do reports on the economic impacts to 
Buckingham County and also Augusta and Highland County.  We’ve also done reports that 
document the fact that this pipeline is not necessary and that the existing infrastructure provides 
all the capacity to provide all the needs that Dominion proposes to have from this.  There have 
also been reports that have been again commissioned by citizens to talk about steep slope studies, 
water monitoring, um the um karst geology in Augusta County and others.  All of them real key 
information that we know is going to be ignored if we depend on Dominion to provide that type 
of information to the public so that we can really respond honorably and honestly to this.  What I 
would like to submit is that this project has not yet been permitted by the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission and um in order for that to happen, um information is submitted by the 
applicant and by the public.  The public provides the type of information, some of the type of 
information you’ve seen tonight but it’s actually just the tip of the iceberg.  The amount of 
information that is out there that has to deal with federal issues, environmental issues, water 
issues, geology issues, soils, species, and state regulatory responsibilities of the clean water act, 
all of these things is information that is only there for the record because the public has 
generated.  It’s really key.  All that information will be in the environmental impact statement at 
the time FERC decides to take a look at that and either permit this project or not.  So, for you to 
make a decision on this right now is really premature.  Because you don’t have access to that 
information and to a great extent, the public doesn’t have access to that information.  So, what 
would I do if I was sitting in one of your chairs tonight?  Well, I would deny this permit until we 
have that information in front of us.  If you have that information in front of you as well as the 
legal information about whether Atlantic Coast Pipeline LLC has a legal leg to stand on by 
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submitting this application, you would have sufficient information to make a decision on whether 
this should be permitted or not.  So I would say deny if for now, wait until it’s permitted and take 
a look at the environmental information that’s out there.  Now that you are all paying attention to 
such things, keep your eyes and ears open.  Because if you pay attention to the information that’s 
out there and the information that continues to come it’s all really good news that supports the 
fact that this pipeline is dangerous, unnecessary and unwarranted.  So, the other thing I wanted to 
mention in my last 14 seconds, is that it was very convenient that in Dominion’s presentation 
tonight when they talked about all the toxics, the bullet point that talked about methane got 
skipped.  That’s one of the most important pieces of this entire puzzle.  Thank you for your time 
and paying attention to this. 
 
Priyaananda:  Respected members of the Buckingham Planning Commission, brothers and 
sisters who are here with us tonight.  Good evening, my name is Priyaananda and I’ve lived in 
Buckingham County for about 18 years.  When I open the Buckingham County web page, and 
went to the planning and zoning site, three photographs scrolled across the screen.  The first was 
the Wingina Bridge standing majestically over the rolling James River.  The second, the James 
River with its pristine water and emerald green river banks.  The third was the James River with 
people playfully floating and boating down the strong currents.  Why these pictures instead of an 
industrial planned development?  Because apparently the people of our county government 
understand what Buckingham County has to share with this world, is this pristine environment.  
People throughout the world are fighting to save the environment and their cultural traditions so 
they have something rich and beautiful to pass on to their children and grandchildren.  For 
example, on September 21st a Native American leader named Dave Archibald II, Chairman of 
the Standing Rock Sioux, went to the United Nations and asked for their support against the 
Dakota Pipeline.  He told the United Nations that the U.S. courts had failed to protect the Native 
people’s sovereign right.  He asked them to condemn the destruction of their sacred land.  This is 
what he said, “The United States has its laws and pipeline companies know how to comply with 
all the laws but just because something is legal, doesn’t make it right.”  So what we are trying to 
do is expose the wrong, the flaws within the pipeline permitting processes.  He concluded by 
saying, “what is important to an indigenous person is to be able to share our culture in the way 
we believe.  What indigenous people believe is that we are here to protect the relatives that we 
have and those relatives are the plant life, the animal life and the water.  We don’t think of them 
as resources”, he said, “we think of them as actual beings and they are precious to us.”  In 
Buckingham County we see each other and all life as precious and sacred.  So please invest in 
our education, in our schools, make better libraries, opportunities for the young to become 
apprentices at Pino’s Italian Restaurant, at Mullins Auto body, at Midkiff Timber, and at the Hair 
Corral.  Make better health care.  The Central Virginia Health Clinic and the one that Dr. 
Williams works with, these are the treasurers. 
 
Bickford:  Times up. 
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Priyaananda:  These educated doctors and nurses are really what we thank.  I ask you to invest 
your County resources in our land and our people, not in compressor stations for pipelines.  
Thank you. 
 
Bickford:  We are about at the time.  We had set 10:30 to cut this off, the public hearing, and 
then continue it on October 17th.  I had a request a gentleman, Charles Utley, is he still here?  Mr. 
Utley, do you represent a group or on your own behalf? 
 
Utley:  I’m speaking on behalf of justice. 
 
Smith:  Ok, yourself. 
 
Bickford:  You’ve got 3 minutes.  This will be the last one.  We will continue this on October 17 
at 6:00.   
 
Charles Utley:  Good afternoon.  I have to say it’s a pleasure to be here and I came from 
Augusta, Georgia because I knew of your pipeline.  I’ve understood some of you and you have a 
lot of information that you have received.  I’m asking you…you have a good plan but you have 
some problems when you come to some of your individuals.  That is you each have a problem 
that is super big.  Because it’s going to end up a disproportion amount going on in one 
community.  You are going to have a problem because you are going to have some people who 
went to Vietnam and when they here that (he clapped his hands and blew out) they are going to 
jump and they are going to hit the floor because they are going to think it’s an intrusion.  How do 
I know?  I’m one of them.  I’m telling you this, as I go around the country and as I talk in a 
community, we are in the process now, somebody says will you buy my property?  Don’t go for 
that.  I’m fighting a property thing now in High Park.  Look on the website.  Look up 
Environmental Justice.  You will see High Park.  High Park is there because somebody said let 
us have our way in your community and we’ll relocate you.  That’s a fight going on as I speak.  
So all I’m telling you is be aware of these things but go ahead and take a look at what has been 
presented to you tonight.  Because it is important.  Because who are you voting for?  Always ask 
people, who are you voting for?  I just got a text and do you know what was on that text?  My 
grandbaby.  It’s the next generation.  Look at all of us. Our days are limited.  We need to own up 
to it.  Whatever you do now, it’s going to affect the baby.  It’s going spank your grands.  Not you 
and I.  We are old and we’re tough.  But that little baby that’s coming up, your great, great, great 
grandchildren will look at you.  You are the one that made that decision.  My great granddaddy 
did this to me.  Put this pipeline in my yard.  Now I have to live with it.  No you don’t.  You just 
have to make the right decisions and do the right things.  Not only for yourselves but for those 
children.  I always speak on behalf of the children that can’t speak for themselves and for those 
that are too old to make it to the meeting.  Because when it’s all said and done, those are the ones 
that laid the ground, those are the ones that fought the battles, and those are the ones that gave us 
the opportunity to do that which is right in the sight of God.  Not in anybody’s company.  Not 
against you Dominion, you are doing your job.  You are doing your thing.  But at the end of the 
day, we are accountable for what we do to this earth.  We are supposed to be keepers, not 
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destroyers.  Therefore, I like these ladies that talked about the variation of being in a union.  I 
mean taking care of one another.  You are my brothers and I’m your brother but are we God’s 
keepers.  Yes, we are.  I’m just warning you.  Do for the next generation.  Not for ours.  I hope 
you make the right decision.  Follow those leads that have been given to you and make that 
denial.  You won’t regret it.  You won’t regret it.  I’d like you to know, the only thing you know 
about Augusta is the golf tournament.  But you leave the gold tournament on Walton Way and go 
down to High Park.  Look it up on the web.  Thank you very much.    
 
Bickford:  We are going to recess the public hearing as indicated and reconvene at 6:00 p.m. on 
October 17th in the building here.  If you are going to leave, please leave orderly and somewhat 
quiet, we still have a little business here to do so we can try to finish up so we can get home. 
Thank you.   
 
From Audience:  (Inaudible.) 
 
Bickford:  We’re actually the Planning Commission but we appreciate it. 
 
Most of audience leaving.  Everybody talking. 
 
Re:  Reports/Correspondence-August Building Permits 
 
Bickford:  Ms. Cobb do you feel like you want do your reports and correspondence? 
 
Cobb:  Yeah I can shout over the crowd.  For the month of August we had 24 building permits 
$4,308.72.  That is our August building report.   
 
Re:  Reports/Correspondence-Invitation to Tour Flood Control Structures 
 
Cobb:  Then the next item I have is an invitation to tour the watershed flood control structures.  
That was in your packet.  If you do plan to attend that let me know.  They are looking to serve 
lunch I believe and need to get a head count to make sure that everybody has a plate to eat.  So 
let me know if you plan to attend that. 
 
Maxey:  What date was that? 
 
Bickford:  Is that a number on that? 
 
Cobb:  That is going to be on Tuesday, October 18th at 10:00 a.m.  It’s going to start at the 
BARN facility on Rt. 60 and then we will go to… 
 
Bickford:  To the sites. 
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Cobb:  To some of the facilities so I was told to wear dirty shoes and be able to do some walking 
around. 
 
Bickford:  Is there a number of us?  I mean is there a limit on the number you can take or can 
go? 
 
Cobb:  I don’t think so because it’s an informational thing.  We’re not talking business or you 
know voting on anything.  So I think anyone who wants to attend can attend. 
 
Smith:  What’s the latest we can let you know? 
 
Cobb:  What? 
 
Bickford:  What’s the latest we can let you know? 
 
Cobb:  I would say at least a week prior to so it would be prior to our… 
 
Smith: I’m sorry it says October 13th. 
 
Cobb:  Does it say that?  Ok.  I made a good guess. 
 
Bickford:  Ok we resolved that.  October 13th. 
 
Cobb:  October 13th.   
 
Gormus:  Well she has to let them know by then. 
 
Bickford:  Right.  Well for the lunches I’m sure. 
 
Gormus:  So we need to let her know before then.   
 
Bickford:  Well I guess… 
 
Smith:  We will do our level best. 
 
Bickford:  Right.  Ok. 
 
Gormus:  Put me down. 
 
Cobb:  You’re a yes Alice? 
 
Gormus:  Yeah. 
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Charlton:  Put me down. 
 
Cobb:  And Royce. 
 
Smith:  It all depends on what we’re eating. 
 
Cobb:  Do I need to make a call and find out? 
 
Smith:  As long as I’m not cooking it will be fine. 
 
Cobb:  Alright so far I have two Alice and Royce.  If anybody else decides, get in touch with me 
and let me know.  Moving on… 
 
Re:  Reports/Correspondence-Board and Commission Chair Seminar 
 
Cobb:  The Board and Commission Chair Seminar.  So I’ve provided you with some 
information for fall 2016.  And I think this date is also coming up but if you wanted to attend this 
you need to let me know right away so I can get you on that list.  It mentions in here about chair, 
you know I think it’s called Board and Commission Chair Seminar but it says you don’t have to 
be a chairperson or vice-chairperson.  It's for anybody on the Planning Commission to attend.  So 
if you’re interested in that let me know. 
 
Bickford:  Ok.  Limitation on number of people there? 
 
Cobb:  No. 
 
Bickford:  Ok.  Very good. 
 
Smith:  Because this is a class. 
 
Bickford:  That’s what I thought.  Alright.   
 
Re:  Zoning Administrator’s Report-October Work Session Cancellation Discussion 
 
Cobb:  And then my Administrator’s Report October Work Session we are not cancelling 
because we will be here to hear 30 more, or more public hearing comments.  So that will be at 
6:00 we’ll have to… 
 
Maxey:  Can more people sign up for that? 
 
Allen:  No, no more people. 
 
Smith:  No it’s closed. 
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Cobb:  I would like for us to adjourn the meeting and we can ask the attorney that question. 
 
Gormus:  You can’t continue something and then add to it. 
 
Allen:  That’s been closed before we started the meeting. 
 
Smith:  It was closed at 7:00. 
 
Gormus:  You can’t continue something… 
 
Cobb:  Can we adjourn this meeting.  Hello. 
 
Re:  Commission Matters/Concerns 
 
Smith:  No I’ve got some concerns. 
 
Cobb:  Oh Commission Concerns.  Ok. 
 
Smith:  This is about transparency.  My telephone has been ringing off the wall.  Some of the 
comments have not been ladylike or gentlemanly.  And I’ve been cornered by some constituents.  
One insisted on a 6:00 appointment.  If you put this in the paper you’re going to have bruises. 
 
Wright:  It’s still an open meeting gentlemen. 
 
Smith:  Ok then I’m not going to say anything that’s out of line.   
 
Wright:  This is still a public meeting. 
 
Smith:  Ok.  There are some of the comments have not been ladylike.  Some of them have not 
been gentlemanly.  I have some constituents have insisted on private one-on-one meetings and I 
have become a good listener making no comments in the positive or the negative.  I got another 
invitation tonight to visit someone’s home and see what Dominion ACP is going to take away 
from them.  And just for transparency is the only reason I brought that up just like when our 
speaker stepped up to the mic.  I hope nobody else is experiencing the same thing because 
obviously you all don’t live in the James River District.  Thank you. 
 
Bowe:  Somebody gotta be.  Sammy you’re doing a good job. 
 
Bickford:  Ok. 
 
Re:  Recess to Reconvene 
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Smith:   Alright I’d like to make a motion to adjourn 
 
Wright:  No, no.  Recess to reconvene. 
 
Bickford:  Yeah to recess. 
 
Smith:  Yeah to recess until October 17th. 
 
Bickford:  Until October 17th at 6:00 p.m. 
 
Smith:  Ok good deal. 
 
Bickford:  We need a second. 
 
Charlton seconded. 
 
Bickford:  Royce got it.  Thank you Royce. 
 
Commissioner Smith moved, Commission Charlton seconded and was unanimously carried by 
the Commission to recess to reconvene on October 17, 2016 at 6:00 p.m. 
 
There being no further business, Chairman Bickford declared the meeting recessed to reconvene 
on October 17, 2016 at 6:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_______________________________      _______________________________________ 
Rebecca S. Cobb         John E. Bickford 
Zoning Administrator         Chairman 


