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Buckingham County 
Board of Supervisors 

Monthly Meeting 
September 12, 2016 

 
 
 

At a regular monthly meeting of the Buckingham County Board of Supervisors held on Monday, 
September 14, 2016 at 7:00 p.m. in the Peter Francisco Auditorium of the Buckingham County 
Administration Complex, the following members were present:  Joe N. Chambers, Jr., Chairman; 
Robert C. “Bobby” Jones, Vice-Chairman; Donald E. Bryan; Don Matthews; E. Morgan 
Dunnavant; and Harry W. Bryant.  Also present were Rebecca S. Carter, County Administrator; 
Karl Carter, Asst. County Administrator; Rebecca S. Cobb, Zoning Administrator and E.M. 
Wright, Jr., County Attorney. 
 
Re:  Call to Order 
 
Chairman Chambers called the meeting to order.   
 
Re:  Quorum 
 
Chairman Chambers certified there was a quorum.  Six of seven members present and the 
meeting could continue. 
 
Re:  Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Chairman Chambers gave the invocation and the Pledge of Allegiance was said by all who were 
in attendance. 
 
Re:  Announcements  
 
There were none. 
 
Re:  Approval of Agenda 
 
Supervisor Bryan moved, Supervisor Matthews seconded and was unanimously carried by the 
Board to approve the agenda as presented. 
 
Re:  Approval of Minutes 
 
Supervisor Bryan moved, Supervisor Dunnavant seconded and was unanimously carried by 
the Board to approve the minutes of the August 8, 2016 meeting as presented. 
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Re:  Approval of Claims 
 
Supervisor Dunnavant moved, Supervisor Bryant seconded and was unanimously carried by 
the Board to approve the claims as presented. 
 
Re:  Approval of Second Quarter Appropriations 
 
 

General Fund $     2,028,961 

Water Fund $       345,134 

Sewer Fund $         91,824 

VPA Fund $       432 ,962 

CSA Fund $        398,115 
  

 
 

  
 

Schools: 
 

Instruction 
$    4,031,604 

Adm/Attn/Health $        284,261 
Transportation $        493,463 

Buses $          45,000 

Operations $        541,834 

Cafeteria $        296,735 
Technology $        237,027 

 
$     5,929,925 

**Actual Budget Numbers 

 
 

Supervisor Bryan moved, Supervisor Bryant seconded and was unanimously carried by the 
Board to approve the second quarter appropriations as presented. 
 
Re:  Public Comments 
 
Chambers:  We come to our public comments.  There is a sign-up sheet.  Individuals are 
allowed 3 minutes to speak.  If you represent a group, you have 5 minutes.  Listen for your name 
as it’s called. 
 
Ruby Laury:  I’m not used to this.  I’m the first one.  I don’t know what to do.  My name is 
Ruby Laury.  Mr. Chairman, Vice Chairman, Board, staff, thank you for the opportunity to speak 
before you.  I’m speaking regarding the compressor station.  I know you’ve heard it over and 
over again but…I came here with my husband in 2003.  He is originally from here.  I’m from 
California.  I see why he loves it here.  It is so green and beautiful and no smog.  I’m speaking 
against the compressor station because I had asked a question about could they guarantee there 
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wouldn’t be a problem with our water.  They said they couldn’t guarantee that.  That’s just one 
of the things I’m speaking on because there is other people here that’s going to speak on things.  
As our representatives, you are here to take care of us.  If this compressor station goes through, 
that means that you are not taking care of us.  On that great judgement day, the Lord’s going to 
ask, “What did you do?”  Our Pledge of Allegiance says “One Nation Under God”.  So if we are 
One Nation Under God, we should be together against this compressor station.  That’s not all I 
have to say but that’s all I can think of right now.  Just like to ask you to vote your conscience.   
 
Chambers:  Mrs. Laury, can you tell us what district you are from? 
 
Laury:  District 6 
 
Frank Howe:     Good evening.  I’m Frank Howe, District 4.  I’m here tonight to remind the 
Board that Buckingham County needs a new library building.  There is currently a study to be or 
being conducted to evaluate the old primary school.  When this study is completed we will know 
that to house a library in this building, the floor needs to be reinforced to carry a library load.  
The interior walls will need to be removed and the roof will need to be supported.  The eternal 
system’s plumbing, heating, cooling and electric will all need to be replaced.  Asbestos and lead 
paint will need to be removed.  We will learn that using this building will much more costly than 
the construction of a new building.  We will also learn that the old building is too large.  So 
needs for the building space will need to be concocted at yet another additional expense.  In short 
we will learn that the building is complete unsuited for our desperately needed new home for our 
library.  When this is all officially stated for the record, it will be time.  It will be time to stop the 
delaying tactics.  It will be time to honor your commitment to the people of Buckingham County.  
It will be time to build our new library on the identified site with funds already in the budget.  
The citizens of Buckingham will need and deserve this building.  Thank you. 
 
Chambers:  Thank you, sir. 
 
 Marie Flowers:  Hi, I’m Marie Flowers, District 3.  I want to mention that this pipeline and 
compressor station is part of the…it contributes to global warming.  I know there are a lot of 
people that say there is no such thing but is it 95% of climatologists say that yes there is global 
warming.  I think the citizens of this county would like to believe that you all care about them.   
We all know that you are not in a position to stop it or say yes, but the mere fact that you all 
support it is like telling the citizens that are opposed to it that we are going to have to put up with 
the compressor station and that you don’t really care.  I think you probably are caring people but 
probably like me, you listen to what you agree with.  Listen to the other side.  That goes for the 
library too.  I think there are a lot of people in this county that really do want a new library.  
Many people that I talk to about the pipeline say why am I putting my time into what I’m doing 
because it’s not going to make any difference.  Dominion has the money.  But I want to see you 
all care about the constituents of this county.  Thank you. 
 
Chambers:  Thank you maam. 
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Quinn Robinson:  Good evening.  My name is Quinn Robinson.  I live in Andersonville, 
District 4.  I also want to talk about the pipeline.  It’s unneeded.  It poses a great threat to this 
community both with physical beauty of the area and the many families that are in its path.  I 
want to focus your attention to the public hearings that are going to be held on the compressor 
station and it’s important because we have not had enough time to review all the documentation.  
And it’s critical to have a full review.  The documents were not complete at the time the 
Planning Commission met and they voted to have a public hearing in spite of that.  Everyone 
should have a copy of it and there is no need to rush to judgement.  This thing will be around 
many generations if it’s passed.  The amount of destruction it’s doing is incalculable.  You also 
need to have a complete document.  There are things that were not included in terms of the cell 
tower which are being proposed separately.  It’s all part of the same thing.  Dominion is famous 
for doing this.  They compartmentalize things.  They put in one segment then another.  Once you 
say yes to the first part you are obligated to the second.  Look at the horsepower of the 
compressor station.  Initially proposed around 29,000 something, then went to 30,000 something 
and then 40,000 something and now it’s at 53 or 55.  The documents that were submitted under 
the special use permit differ from what was sent to the Department of Environment.  Let’s 
reconcile this.   Nobody’s looking at this stuff.  The conditions supplied initially were so weak 
and so conditional that one might even think they were written by Dominion.  It’s all one sided 
and that’s not fair.  I would hope the process would be opened up so that the citizens could offer 
up their own stipulations as to conditions to protect the people of this county.  Dominion is 
having problems.  They are having a lock out of all their gas workers in 6 states.  It doesn’t look 
good.  Labor problems.  How are they going to operate this compressor station with a bunch of 
unhappy workers who they are just proposing to snuff their retirement funds?  It’s not a good 
sign.  I don’t trust them anyway.  Again, they’ve made so many representations that have not 
been proven in fact and it’s just like the disaster in the Gulf when British Petroleum submitted 
old papers from a previous adventure as documents to the government and they turned out to not 
be adequate and lead to disaster.  That’s the same thing that happened here.  The forest service’s 
said that Dominion has misrepresented and filed documents that are not truthful.  It used to be if 
you defrauded the government you went to jail and that’s where I think a lot of these characters 
belong.  There is nothing to be gained by building this here.  That’s why they are here because 
they think they can get away with it.  I respect your position and your opinion.  Please consider 
our needs.  Thank you. 
 
Chambers:  Thank you. I happen to agree with some of the comments made tonight.  I think we 
need to take time and consider this thing a little bit more because I’ve got some concerns about 
it.  I think the citizens should have time to ask questions and I think the questions should be 
answered.  I think it shouldn’t be rushed into because I’ve got a different outlook on it now than I 
did at first. Thank you for your comments. 
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Re:  VDOT:  Road Matters 
 
Scot Shippee:  Good evening Mr. Chairman.  Members of the Board.  I’ll start out with the 
maintenance report tonight.  We are still working on some patching ahead of our surface 
treatment on our surface sealed routes.  We are doing some boom axing on secondary routes.  
We will start on Rt. 60 probably the first part of October to try to knock some of that out.  We 
will be starting on trench widening on Rt. 631 using some of that safety and operational money 
that we have.  Should be starting on that in the next couple weeks.  We are actually going to do 
that in conjunction with our surface treatment schedule.  They will be surface treating that road 
and treating a wider surface.  Hopefully that will help there.  Rt. 636 that safety project, we are 
still waiting on that pipe to be delivered so we can start on that.  The Georgia Creek Road, that 
State Forest work has been completed.  The contractor will be coming in this season for the final 
surface treatment coat.  But that was done.  Currently working on our secondary mowing.  
Trying to get to that as much as we can as well as answering customer service request.  Taking 
care of potholes and kind of business as usual.  Any maintenance questions or comments for me? 
 
Chambers:   Any Board member have any questions or comments for Mr. Shippee? 
Thank you for coming. 
 
Shippee:  No problem.  One other thing, I’d like to thank Mrs. Carter for the letter she wrote 
clarifying VDOT’s role with Buckingham Courthouse Sidewalk project.   Just to clarify it for the 
Board, I know there were some questions about what was going on.  That project is a locally 
administered project and if you look in your Board of Supervisor’s manual, that process is 
detailed a little further on page 16.  There is also a link to the locally administered projects 
manual there and gives you a whole lot more detail.  I do remember seeing in the minutes that 
you guys had made a motion, to do I think it was a lump sum to get the work taken care of, and it 
was unanimously approved.  I just wanted to give you guys a caveat on that.  While you are 
certainly, you know, is your right to do that or whatever, you have to be real careful with change 
orders when you are dealing with local assistance projects.  You know, it’s certainly your right to 
make a motion and  do it, if that work is performed prior to the proper change order paperwork 
being done and processed through VDoT to ensure proper federal compliance, you run the risk of 
not only losing reimbursement for that particular work but you put the project itself in jeopardy.  
Because you haven’t followed those federal procedures.  That’s the only caveat there.  Again, it’s 
entirely up to you if you want to spend the county’s money to do that. But if it’s something you 
want to try to include as part of that project you just have to be careful with that.   
 
I know there is an agenda item up next.  A request for an abandonment of Rt. 751 Airport Road.  
I have spoken to Mr. Crews in the past and directed him to you guys.  751 has a 40’ deeded right 
of way.  If after hearing his presentation and it’s your desire to proceed I’ll work with Mrs. 
Carter  and we can craft a resolution for next month’s Board meeting and work on the public 
hearing process and that sort of thing which would express your intent.  We went through a 
similar process with Winfrey-Inez road.  We vacated a portion of that road back in 2013 so 
we’ve kind of got that down pretty good.  If you want to know more about the abandonment 
process again that’s also on page 76 of the VDoT Board of Supervisors manual so hopefully you 
can find some information there.   
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Other than that. 
 
Bryan:  One question.  How far back do you mow on the sides of the roads? 
 
Shippee:  We try to get back behind the ditch line where possible.  There are cases where we can 
go further if it’s typically in front of a residential area we try to be more careful.  If it’s 
something that we see is definitely ornamental when we are boom axing and that type of thing, 
we try to work with the individual property owner as much as possible.  There are areas where 
we try to clear from right of way line to right of way line if it makes sense.  Particularly in a 
sharp curve or something like that to improve that sight distance as much as possible.  We try to 
get at least to the back of the ditch.   
 
Bryan:  Ok.  Thank you. 
 
Dunnavant:  Concerning the driveway at Maysville Church.  They did go ahead and promptly 
took the curve out.   Since that has been done, is there any actions or reactions you need from us 
to make that work or should we take a wait and see approach? 
 
Shippee:  It depends, if you are going to try to get reimbursement for the work that they tore out 
and put back in, then that’s where you start dealing with that federal process.  You will need to 
consult with our local assistance division in Lynchburg.  They can walk you through that.  The 
fact that it was done without a change order kinds of leads me to believe that that is not a 
reimbursable item.  So the county will be on the hook for that particular cost. 
 
Dunnavant:  Can you look into that and get with Becky and let us know what if anything we 
need to do? 
 
Shippee:  Alright.  Anything else?  Thank you. 
 
Re:  Public Hearings 
 
There were none. 
 
Re:  James Crews, Request for a public hearing to consider the abandonment of State 
Route 751 (Airport Road) 
 
Crews:  Good evening.  My name is James Dabney Crews, Jr. and this is my wife Jill Crews.  
We both reside at 531 Fords Road, Manikin Sabot, VA which is in Goochland County.  Mr. 
Chairman, Mr. Vice-Chairman, fellow Board members, we appreciate you allotting some time 
for us to meet with you tonight.  We recently purchased a property located on Rt. 602 
Howardsville Road, known as Eshoe Farm probably better known to most people in the county 
as the old Bradshaw Airport property.  We purchased almost 324 acres of this property.  My wife 
is handing out a little handout to you right now that has a map of the property on the last page 
that highlights the boundaries of the property.  As I mentioned the property is about 324 acres in 
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total.  It has over 5600 feet of frontage on 602 (Howardsville Road); over 3500 feet of frontage 
on 601 (Pattie Road); and almost 2200 feet of frontage on 751 which is Airport Road. If you look 
at the map you will see that Airport Road intersects with Howardsville Road on the east side of 
the property and Airport Road bisects the property north and south.  We would like to pursue the 
abandonment of this road.  The first step I took was to contact VDoT and spoke with Mr. 
Shippee in the Dillwyn office and the way he explained the process is that we would have to 
come to the Board of Supervisors first and ask that you hold a public hearing to consider the 
abandonment and if you all vote in favor of the abandonment, then it would go back to Mr. 
Shippee and VDoT and he would have to go through that process with VDoT for their 
consideration of the abandonment of the road.   
 
Chambers:  According to the map here, yall is the only landowners on both sides of the road all 
the way back to the dead-end right? 
 
Crews:  That’s correct. 
 
Chambers:  I don’t see no problem with it. 
 
Crews:   This is a google earth map.  It’s not completely accurate.  751, they are showing it 
going all the way through the property, from 602… 
 
Bryan:  That’s my question. 
 
Crews:  Actually it dead ends I don’t have it on the screen, it dead ends up near the airport used 
to be located.   
 
Bryan:  Where the thump tack is?   
 
Crews:  Just a little bit west of that.  You can see where there are some round bales of hay to the 
north of the road just west of that point.  Where you see that road circling around the old 
homesite it actually where it dead ends. 
 
Dunnavant:  But there is no other actual parcels of land that the road touches and services other 
than the land you purchased? 
 
Crews:  That’s correct.   To my understanding, I haven’t confirmed this yet, but it’s my 
understanding that this was a private road at one time.  My dad seems to think it was converted 
over to VDoT when they had the Bradshaw Airport up there and they had a civil air patrol at the 
airport at one time so I’m guessing it would be back in the 1950’s or 60’s. 
 
Chambers:  We probably have a man on the Board that can verify that.  Mr. Bryant? 
 
Bryant:  Oh, yeah.  It became a state road when the air strip actually became official.  It was 
officially made because of the Civil Air Patrol being there.  I belonged to it back in 1961-62.  I 
can understand Mr. Crews’ position.  You don’t want to have a public road for somebody to 
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come down there anytime they want to because he owns the property on both sides.  No reason 
for it to be a public road at all. 
 
Dunnavant:  Do we need to make a motion for public hearing? 
 
Bryant:  I make a motion. 
 
Bryan:  Set it for October. 
 
Chambers:  October.  Is that good for you Mr. Crews:  It’s been motioned by Supervisor Bryant, 
and second by Supervisor Matthews that we have a public hearing at the October meeting for the 
abandonment of 751.  What time?  7:15 good? 
 
Bryant:   7:15 is fine. 
 
Chambers:  All in favor.  6 yes. 
 
Supervisor Bryant moved, Supervisor Matthews seconded and was unanimously carried by the 
Board to schedule a public hearing for October 11, 2016 for the abandonment of State Route 
751 (Airport Road). 
 
Re:    Mike Womack, Forest Management Specialist:  Presentation of Forestry Proceeds 
 
Womack:  Good evening.  Mr. Chairman, members of the Board.  Mike Womack, Department 
of Forestry.  I work in the Appomattox Buckingham State Forest.   I’m here to give you an 
update on what’s been happening in the State Forest and present the county portion of the sales 
off the state forest.  I apologize for not making it last month as scheduled.  I was out of town on a 
fire assignment.  The biggest thing that we had going on was in response the tornado that went 
on on February 24th that impacted a portion of the forest in Appomattox and some in 
Buckingham.  We’ve been able to salvage most of the timber that was damaged from the tornado 
and we salvaged 225 acres of timber; 105 acres of pine; and about 120 acres of hardwood.  We 
also assisted the Holiday Lake State Park getting 11 acres of timber salvaged over there.   Some 
other things we’ve had going on is we’ve been working with the game department with wildlife 
management activity on a bear study that part of it was on the state forest property.  We are still 
stocking trout in Holiday Creek and we’ve got a grant from the National Wild Turkey Federation 
to help us out in planting game patches on the State Forest.  Some other things going on is some 
Virginia Tech students have been doing  research on the State Forest and we’ve recently picked 
white pine cones and we are planning to pick Loblolly pine cones this year and the seeds will be 
extracted and grown in our nurseries to assist the landowners of the Commonwealth in 
reforesting their property.  We once again held a forestry camp to help teenagers learn about 
forestry and natural resources management and we had the annual fire academy where we teach 
people firefighting tactics and we had some chain saw training and entry level fire fighter 
training on the forest as a part of that.  Another thing I’d like to mention is we had a forest 
equipment operator training school on the state forest this year and they trained people how to 
operate forestry equipment.  Helping out the forestry industry there.  As you know, no tax 
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revenue is used to administer the state forest system in Virginia.  All of our revenue comes from 
timber sales and use permits and the County of Buckingham gets 12 ½ % of the timber sales 
income off the state forest and this year your portion is $32,421.54.   
 
Chambers:  Thank you. 
 
Womack:  Any questions?  We had a little increase this year from the tornado salvage.    
 
Chambers:  You have an open invitation.  You are always welcome to come back.  
 
Womack:  Thank you.  See you next year. 
 
Re:  Gwynn Tyler, Virginia Department of Forestry:  Annual Update 
 
Good thing he went first and gave you the money.  We’ll see how this goes.   
 
Mr. Chairman, Board Members, Mrs. Carter, and fellow citizens, 
 
It is a pleasure to come before you again tonight as well to give you our annual update of forestry 
activities in Buckingham County and some of the things the Virginia Department of Forestry has 
been doing. These are in addition to the things that Mike just shared with you.  He’s primarily on 
the State Forest and I work out in the County. 
 
To begin with, I have a couple of newsworthy items that I think you will find interesting.   First 
of all, the Kennedy Tree Farm which is located north of Dillwyn won Virginia’s 2016 Tree Farm 
of the year award.  This is an award to recognize the Kennedy family for all their hard work over 
the years in establishing and maintaining their tree farm.  They were in competition with a 
number of highly qualified trees farms across Virginia.  The property consists of approximately 
1500 acres of timberland that is managed for timber production, wildlife habitat, and soil and 
water protection.  The Kennedy brothers are absentee landowners who rely on the Department of 
Forestry as well as their private consulting forester to help manage the property. 
 
The second thing I wanted to share is that Doctor Basil Gooden, a Buckingham native, has been 
appointed by the Governor to be the Secretary of Agriculture and Forestry.  He assumed his new 
duties on September 6th.  Many of you may know him.  I’m sure you knew his dad, Allen 
Gooden.  The Gooden family also has a tree farm here in Buckingham where they have been 
practicing good forest management work since before I arrived here 40 years ago. 
 
I also wanted to let you know that since last year, there have been very few changes within our 
Agency.  We still have the same number of personnel in our work area.  We all are staying busy 
inspecting logging jobs, assisting landowners with reforestation and timber management 
practices, fighting wildfires when they occur, and performing other duties as needed.  Back in 
February several of our employees responded to Appomattox County to help cut trees and open 
roads following the tornado activity. 
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The State Forester and other staff personnel along with Virginia Tech are continuing to look at 
the issue of forest sustainability across the State.  Current data indicates that Statewide we are 
growing considerably more wood than is being harvested.  However, there is considerable 
pressure being made on the younger smaller diameter softwood trees.  In our area we would refer 
to them as pines.  Trees such as this are commonly referred to as pulpwood size.   Some areas are 
experiencing harvests that are exceeding growth.  This is mostly occurring in the southeastern 
part of the State. 
 
As a response to these concerns, the Department has created two pine resource forester positions 
to help analyze the situation and to help address the concerns.  One of the positions will be based 
at the Appomattox-Buckingham State Forest.  That individual’s work area will consist of 
Southside Virginia but will include Buckingham County. 
 
Just recently, the Governor’s office announced there will be more support for the Department of 
Forestry through the State’s Reforestation of Timberland’s Program as well as funding to update 
our firefighting equipment.  Both of these initiatives should help in terms of encouraging 
reforestation of cut over land as well as helping to protect the resource from wildfires. 
 
The forest industry continues to remain strong here in Buckingham.  The latest stumpage data or 
value of wood to the landowner in 2014 was $17.4 million.  This was a 32% increase over 2013.  
For 2014 Buckingham ranked number 4 in the State for stumpage value paid to landowners. 
 
In 2015 there were 172 logging jobs in Buckingham where some type of harvest was done on 
11,685 acres.  This is actually a 12% increase over last year.  As of August 31st of this year there 
have been 6,823 acres where timber harvesting has been done on 88 tracts of land.   
 
Much of the harvesting was done in pine stands that were thinned or in stands that were clear cut.  
The majority of the clear cut areas will be replanted within the next two years.  Sometimes there 
is a time lag because some type of site preparation work may need to be done. 
 
The logging community continues to do a good job of following Virginia’s best management 
practices that pertain to water quality.  Our personnel inspect every logging job at least once to 
make sure the loggers are in compliance with the water quality law.  So far this year we have 
performed 464 water quality inspections to work with the loggers to prevent or reduce 
sedimentation into our streams. 
 
This year we were also able to assist 47 private landowners with replanting almost 1900 acres of 
cut over land.  The forest investment companies planted many more acres.  These newly 
established pine plantings will help to meet the continued demand for timber in the future. 
 
This summer we have provided assistance for over 2100 acres of timber stand improvement 
work and site preparation to reduce stand competition, to help keep the trees healthy, and to 
prepare the sites for tree planting.  The investment companies are doing this work as well.  By 
working together we should be able to maintain a viable forest resource here in the County for 
years to come. 
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Many people wonder why we don’t encourage replanting hardwoods.  For one thing it is very 
expensive to do so.  The average landowner can’t afford to do it.  Growing hardwoods takes a 
long time and many landowners may not live long enough to harvest the timber again in their 
lifetime.  
 
For some landowners who may not be interested in the financial side of timber production there 
is an alternative.  On sites with soils that are capable of growing good hardwoods, it is usually 
best to let the trees grow back naturally and then do some type of stand improvement a few years 
later. 
 
This has been a really good year from the wildfire standpoint.  So far we have responded to 7 
wildfires that burned 94 acres.  These fires were caused by debris burning, downed power lines, 
the railroad, and lightning.  The various fire departments responded to several additional small 
fires that occurred along the road side or in people’s backyards.  The combination of a wet spring 
and people being careful with fire contributed to the low number of fires. 
 
We have not had a lot of insect or disease issues this year.  We have not observed any Gypsy 
Moth or Emerald Ash Borer infestations.  There have been a few spots with pine bark beetles but 
they have been small in size.    
 
As you can see, the forest industry continues to remain a strong industry in the County.  Not only 
does it provide income for landowners, it also provides a source of employment for many of our 
residents.  This is vital to our local economy as these individuals pay local taxes and shop at the 
local businesses.  
 
As you know from past presentations and your own experience, forest management can be very 
complex.  From the environmental side to the economic side of the issue, some forest 
management decisions can be difficult.  
 
We have landowners who want to maximize the income from their timber to individuals who 
don’t want to see the forest harvested.  There has to be a balance between the two.  Timber 
harvesting needs to be done responsibly, while protecting the soil and water quality, providing 
wildlife habitat, as well as providing an aesthetic quality to the countryside. 
 
The Department of Forestry has traditionally promoted and recommended multiple use 
management of our forest land.  This includes timber production, enhancing wildlife habitat, 
maintaining an aesthetic quality of the forest, soil and water protection, and creating recreational 
opportunities. 
 
A number of factors influence management decisions,  These could include but are not limited to 
the economy, natural disasters such as ice storms, insect and disease problems, public policy, and 
the landowner’s goals and objectives. 
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As timber markets change and land ownerships change, the management decisions we make 
today may be different tomorrow.  The problem is that it takes years to grow a forest.  Our 
concept of what a forest should be or how it should be managed may be very different in the 
future. 
 
If I could emphasize one thing tonight it would be for our forest landowners to have goals or 
objectives for their property.  They should develop a management plan to see what needs to be 
done to meet those objectives.  A recommended practice is to make sure their property lines are 
well marked.  This can help prevent disputes from adjoining landowners in the future either from 
timber harvesting activities or sale of the property. 
 
All of our volunteer fire departments continue to do a good job of protecting our citizens and 
their property from fires when they occur.   The dedication of the volunteers, training, and quick 
response time is a real asset to the County. 
 
Our citizens need to remain vigilant when either fighting fires or doing control burning.  This is 
especially important as we approach our fall fire season which is just around the corner.   It 
officially begins on October 15th and extends through November 30th.  We would like to remind 
everyone that fire conditions can change quickly this time of year, especially when the leaves 
begin to fall. 
 
I also wanted to remind our citizens that there is another time of year to remain vigilant.  The 
time from February 15th to April 30th is known as our spring fire season.  That is the time of year 
when you can only do outdoor burning between 4:00 P. M. and midnight if what you are burning 
is within 300 feet of woodland. 
 
As I have said before, keep in mind that timber is a renewable resource, and that with good 
management techniques and the landowner’s desire to keep his land for timber production, we 
will continue to enjoy our forest resource for years to come.  Good management of our forest 
land is vital to our local economy as well as our environment.  If anyone has questions about 
managing their timberland they can contact us at our office in Cumberland.  Our phone number 
is 804-492-4171.  There is also a wealth of information available on our web site at 
www.dof.virginia.gov.  
 
Thank you for your time.  If we can be of any assistance to you please let me know.          
 
I also have the latest copy of the 2015 State of the Forest. 2016 hasn’t come out yet.   
 
Chambers:   Thank you. 
 
Re:  Dr. Cecil Snead, Division Superintendent, Buckingham County Public Schools:  
Standards of Learning Assessment Outcome 
 
Snead:  Thank you Members of the Board, Mr. Chair, Mrs. Carter thank you for allowing me to 
be on your agenda this evening.  I very much appreciate it and respectfully submit the following 
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report to you.  Before I begin, I do want to thank Mr. Tyler for his report because so often people 
ask me when they see me clearing brush, Cecil, why don’t you burn some of your brush.  It’s 
really because I don’t want to become a public statistic in his report next year or any of the 
subsequent years.  That’s what would happen.  I respect that.   
 
We really had a good day today, before I begin our report.  As you know yesterday was 
September 11 and we are nationally recognized as Patriot Day, National Service Day and for the 
third year in a row at our high school our SCA Leadership invited local service men and women, 
first responders, local government, etc. to an assembly whereby we challenged our student body 
to be more in a line of servitude serving others and thought less on self and more of community 
and so we had a really good morning.  We are just so appreciate and very proud.  Today what I 
would like to present to you via a PowerPoint are some of the data sets.  So many times…I feel 
like it’s my job if I hear information in the community that might be confused and well so 
confused because the state department’s communication of Standards of Learning Data can be 
misconstrued with ACT Data, SAT Data, free reduced lunch and so on and so forth as it goes.  
So I feel like in order to be a good leader or good steward of information I just thought I would 
bring the data first hand to the Board of Supervisors in addition to what I do with my school 
board.  So I thank you for our patience and indulgence.  This won’t take long at all.  I promise.  
The things we are going to look at today are the SOL data, which are the Standards of Learning 
Assessment data.  These assessments are given on a yearly basis.  The broad stroke is math, 
science, English and social studies. There are much more specific tests that are given but I won’t 
get into all that today.  Also we have data regarding the American College tests.  Since I began 
this report I decided to choose and put that in here as well because The Farmville Herald also did 
a report on that.  Of course SAT, just wanted to talk Princeton reviews and Associate’s Degrees 
and industry certifications.  These are just a few of the data sets we use in Buckingham.  We are 
very proud of them.  They help guide our instruction.  Ok, the next slide.  The trend data for the 
SOL, remember the Standards of Learning trend data, that is the state assessment test, we will 
look at the 4 year data trend.  So the next slide.  The elementary SOL pass rates, if you look at 
the blue line, that’s spring of 2013 and the green line is the spring of 2016 assessments.  These 
are at the elementary school.  When these state tests first came out they changed to a higher level 
blooms which means the questions became much more complex.  That’s also the same year the 
elementary school were consolidated from multiple schools into one.  If you look, just a real 
quick explanation, English has an all pass student pass rate of 75%.  What that means is the 
expectation of the students who take the English test, 75% of the students that take the English 
test would pass.  So you will see the first year was a 56.  The next line is at 70.  That means if 
you take a math, history or science or administer math, history or science SOL tests, the 
benchmark, you would expect 70% to pass for you to be accredited.  So it’s hooked up to 
accreditation like that.  Well, what you will see in the first year while history and science got 
over the benchmark in the blue lines, the English and math did not.  That is the year that you may 
recall that Buckingham County was said we had a priority status.  So that is how the label began 
with the priority status and not to being fully accredited in English or math.  Well, we put a lot of 
things in place, the second year was not a whole lot of movement in reading.  Reading is very 
difficult to turn around because it’s like turning around an aircraft carrier.  In math you see we’ve 
got a 20 point increase the second year through the alignment of curriculum and tests.  Well then 
you see we are above the bar in math, the next year and this year we are well above the bar at 78.  
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So we are very pleased with what the teachers have been doing and working with our students 
out at the elementary school and as you can see 3 of the 4 metrics at the elementary school are 
being met.  3 of the 4 of the metrics and expectations at the Elementary School are being met.  
So, even though you are meeting 3 out of 4, if we don’t eventually get English above the red 
mark in a certain amount of time, there could be a possibility of accreditation denied or 
reconstituted.  I just wanted to let you know what that really means even though 3 of them are 
passing.  So staff, again, we had meetings and planning sessions this past summer to where I feel 
really good about what staff is doing.  So I took a lot of time on the elementary piece because 
that’s where we’ve taken a lot of time and I think we are trending and where we are headed with 
the bars being above the red line.  The next slide please.  At the middle school, also struggling 
with reading, they nearly made it year before last with a 73.  All the other lines are above the red 
mark and we are pleased that we had the highest gains in science of anyone around us.  So the 
middle school again working on the reading and English piece which is the combination of 
reading and writing.  The high school is above the red mark in all areas and we are thankful for 
that in English, math, history and science and of course the graduation and completion index is 
another thing I want to explain.  That’s at 92.  It’s been at 92 or 93.  That benchmark for the state 
is 85.  So we are clearing the benchmark by 7 in the Graduation and Completion Index.  So we 
are meeting all the metrics at the high school.  So we feel like we know we have a lot of work to 
do in English component in reading.  Of course we do.  Teachers are working hard on that and 
leadership is working diligently as well and I’m pleased with what they are doing.  But we also 
realize that out of 13 metrics, 11 of the metrics are above the line.  So, I just want to explain it.  
As a matter of fact, with some of the things that come across the state department, I just want 
you to know in World History 2 we were 5 points above the state average.  In grade 5 
mathematics we were 5 points above the state average.  State average is at 79, we are at 84.  So 
see, there are a lot of good things happening in the pockets, it’s just getting everybody going at 
the same time.  8th grade math, state average is 73, Buckingham got a 79 which is 6 over.  
Algebra I, state average is 83, the middle school got 13 points above that at 96.  Algebra II, 
which is traditionally more difficult tests, our high school matches the state average at 89.  Grade 
8 science is 1 point above state average.  So, my point being is that when we look at those 
metrics, we have a lot of celebrate in Buckingham but when we also look at the metrics in 
reading, we know we have a lot of work still left to do.  I just wanted to be forthright and tell you 
that.  The next slide, the other indicators, real quickly, the SAT, which is the American college 
tests which is a measure of college readiness, we had an increase in every area over last year of 
1.2 increase in English, 1.3 increase in math, .5 in reading, .6 in science and .8 on the composite.  
Again, that’s just another metric.  SAT for the past 3 years, we realize we want to offer our 
students more opportunities to be successful on the scholastic aptitude or assessment tests, 
depends on who you ask.  Even SAT calls it two different things.  That’s for university college 
entry.  I’m very, very proud that since we started the Princeton Review, Princeton Review is the 
Vanguard of preparation for students for SAT. It may cost a parent $700-800 for a Princeton 
Review course but we were able to work out an option for our students to come on Saturday’s 
and receive this for free to meet our student population.  We had 19 students take this last year, 
take the Princeton Review.  They are giving up Saturday’s.  This year we have 24.  So apparently 
the students are liking what they are seeing or the parents are.  Associates Degree which is a 2 
year degree while at Buckingham County High School.  I am very pleased that for the 3rd year of 
receiving degrees that we had 20 degrees that were Associates plus 13 certificates and our 



BUCKINGHAM  COUNTY  BOARD  OF  SUPERVISORS   
SEPTEMBER 12, 2016 

388 

 

industry certifications which are through our career and technical center are growing in number 
of tests and pass rates.  We are really excited that we have a new program in carpentry and 
building trades and we have an extra welding teacher at our school system because we have 50 
some welders now.  We have a great partnership with the Norfolk Newport News ship yards.  
There is a pipeline from Buckingham to the east coast with regard to welding.  Mrs. Carter, I’m 
adding one more thing.  It will be real quick.  Next slide, got a little story, my first football game 
4 years ago, I’m sitting there and we are watching it and my wife and I look at each other and we 
said to ourselves where’s the band.  So I went to the music teacher, Mrs. Neller, she and I both 
arrived in Buckingham on the very same day.  So we just got to talking because neither one of us 
knew a lot about what was going on.  So what she realized was there was not a band to go out on 
the field as well, and so she and I together made a commitment that we would offer our students 
music and offer them opportunity.  We don’t really care about having a 200 member band or 
being number 1 at this point.  What we want is to find students who were interested.  Ms. Neller 
gets all the credit.  She’s recruited and she’s got uniforms.  I cannot believe what went on this 
past Saturday.  She took these kids this past Saturday to JMU.  Buckingham kids got the 
opportunity to be out on the JMU football field at half time and play with the Dukes.  It just 
doesn’t get any better than that.  It’s an organic movement doing what we need to do for the 
interest of our children.  I was just so excited when she sent me those pictures that I had to show 
them to you tonight.  So, thank you so much for your indulgence and your kindness allowing me 
to present this evening.   
 
 Re:  Sheriff Kidd, Request for release of $2,800 from the Drug Fund made payable to the 
Piedmont Regional Narcotic and Gang Task Force 
 
Kidd:  Good evening.  I’m here tonight to request that you would move $2,800 from the Drug 
Fund to be converted to a paper check made out to the Piedmont Regional Narcotic and Gang 
Task Force to cover our yearly dues.  Actually they were due back in July but I didn’t have my 
Memorandum of Understanding in my hand until after that. 
 
Chambers:  You’ve heard the request of the Sheriff.  What’s your pleasure, Board? 
 
Bryan:  So moved, Mr. Chairman. 
 
Chambers:  Motioned by Supervisor Bryan, second by Supervisor Matthews to grant this 
request.  Any questions?  All in favor?  6 yes. 
 
Supervisor Bryan moved, Supervisor Matthews seconded and was unanimously carried by the 
Board to approve Sheriff Kidd’s request of $2,800 from the Drug Fund to be paid for dues to 
Piedmont Regional Narcotic and Gang Task Force. 
 

 
Re:  Zoning Matters 
 
There were no zoning matters. 
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Re:  Utility Committee Solid Waste Report Update 
 
Carter:  The first is the report from the Solid Waste Committee Update to let you know we have 
been working on the task the Board gave us.  Unfortunately, some of the issues and possibilities 
we have been discussing will take additional time to get enough solid information to bring forth a 
solid recommendation to the board.   
 
This report is to provide you with some of the issues this committee has been discussing. The 
Committee’s first discussion is to know that a recommendation to the board would be presented 
as a plan and due to financial management of the solid waste department should be implemented 
in stages.  
 
1.  The Committee is looking into the cost feasibility of the county purchasing a roll off truck 
and containers instead of contracting with Waste Management.  Presently we are paying $270.00 
every time waste management picks up a roll off plus paying by the ton to have it disposed.  The 
committee is in discussions with Prince Edward to seek a cost per ton for the county to haul our 
roll off containers to the Prince Edward Landfill if the county does purchase its own truck.  
Presently Waste Management hauls this waste to Amelia for disposal.  We are looking at that. 
 
2.  Much discussion was had regarding the manning of sites and the additional cost for every site 
that will be fenced and only open while it is being manned.  This scenario will add additional 
cost due to hiring more monitors, having to provide a building for each site, porta johns and 
electricity.  We have purchased for a bit under $2,000.00, which if this doesn’t work out it won’t 
be wasted, it would certainly be used for something, a four way security camera system.  This 
system will allow the county to monitor the site from either a computer or even a cell phone what 
goes on at those sites. This system will give the county access to the Information needed to see if 
anyone is abusing the use of the sites and/or the security system.  The Route 56 site is the first 
site that we will be doing a “pilot program” to see if this method will perhaps eliminate the 
financial cost of having this site manned.   Previously the cameras used have been game cameras 
and if someone vandalized or stole the camera the county had no means to identify who may 
have done such. Most of the time the game cameras did not give good enough visuals for 
identification for prosecution.   We are hoping this pilot program will prove to be beneficial in 
savings instead of hiring additional waste monitors.   If this appears to work well for Route 56, 
this committee may recommend using this control method on other sites.  Jamie is running the 
wiring today and it should be up and going perhaps this week.  Once the committee has results of 
the degree of successfulness of the security camera pilot program, they will be better positioned 
to make a solid recommendation to the Board of Supervisors.   We do want the public to know 
that the cameras are there.  We are not out to catch them, we are just out to monitor and save 
money.  Perhaps if they know it’s there, they will be more careful and respectful of the sites.   
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3.  Presently about 500 solid waste permits are issued to property owners in the county that do 
not live here. The landowner has to own property in the county and real estate taxes paid to 
current status. There is no cost to the land owner for this permit. The permit is issued annually.  
The committee is considering the possibility of recommending to the board that a $25.00 permit 
fee be charged for these permits.  This revenue could be used to offset the cost of purchasing and 
maintaining the security systems.  That would bring in about $12,000 I believe and that would be 
helpful for paying for the security system and additional costs we may incur with that.  
 
4.   The Committee is also looking into the “farm use” tagged vehicles that use the site.  It is 
believed that there is some abuse of the sites by vehicles with farm use tags.  The County 
Attorney is doing some research on behalf of the committee as to farm use tagged vehicle 
restrictions. 
 
5.  Bates Site: Some of the committee members met with VDOT representatives regarding the 
Bates Market site.  I believe the committee now has a better understanding regarding what can 
and cannot be done regarding the entrance there.  The County Attorney stated he is filing the 
order for the eminent domain within the next week and the process will most likely be completed 
through the courts by the end of the year. The committee further discussed the pros and cons of 
putting a construction/roll off container at this site.   This will continue to be considered pending 
the amount of success obtained by using the pilot camera security system at Rt. 56, the 
possibility of only putting the construction/roll off containers at fully manned sites and pending 
the possibility of the county hauling our roll off containers instead of contracting that service out.  
 
6.  Lyn Hill advised the committee that the Gravel Hill site continues to appear to be the most 
abused site in the county.  This site was not chosen as the first site to monitor with the security 
system because it is evident that this site needs to be replaced with a county owned site.  The 
county doesn’t own that site and it really ties your hands with investing any money to try to 
make that site better.  Mr. Hill has spoken with the property owner across the road from the 
present site.  That property owner is checking on the possibility of selling some of the property to 
the county, of course upon yalls approval and we will report back to the board when we get that 
information.   
 
The Committee continues to work on all of the issues stated to you and also has discussed the 
options of closing all manned sites when unmanned.  However in order to better meet the needs 
of the public they have discussed leaving the Dillwyn site open all day with solid waste monitors 
there all day.  This position also may be reconsidered if the security system pilot program proves 
to be beneficial at the Route 56 site.  If this pilot program proves to be beneficial due to the 
public being made aware there is a “real” security camera system installed, perhaps the abusers 
will not abuse the sites.  
 
The Committee continues to work toward a recommendation for the board that will best address 
at least all of the items stated above and provide a guide to the board to establish a successful 
Solid Waste Management Plan for the County of Buckingham. 
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Re:  CRC Transportation Committee Appointment 
 
Carter:  Presently I serve, and Rebecca Cobb has been attending these meetings.  I would like to 
ask that you officially appoint Rebecca Cobb to this committee and a Board member if you so 
desire. 
 
Chambers:  Do any Board members wish to serve on this committee?  We need a motion to 
appoint Mrs. Cobb. 
 
Bryan:  I move that we appoint Mrs. Cobb to this committee as recommended by the County 
Administrator. 
 
Chambers:  A motion by Mr. Bryan and a second by Mr. Matthews to appoint Mrs. Cobb to this 
committee.  Any questions?  All in favor.  6 yes. 
 
Supervisor Bryan moved, Supervisor Matthews seconded and was unanimously carried by the 
Board to appoint Rebecca Cobb to the CRC Transportation Committee. 
 
Re:  Commission of the Revenue:  Consider reimbursement of $1,555.43 in Real Estate 
Taxes for Relief of Disabled Veterans 
 
Marshall and Phoenia Miller submitted an application for real estate tax relief for disabled 
veterans.  He has met all qualifications to receive this tax relief. 
 
Commissioner of the Revenue respectfully requests that Marshall and Phoenia be reimbursed the 
$1,555.43 taxes paid for tax year 2015 and the first half of 2016. 
 
Supervisor Bryan moved, Supervisor Bryant seconded and was unanimously carried by the 
Board to approve the reimbursement of $1,555.43 in real estate taxes for 2015 and first half of 
2016 to Marshall and Phoenia Miller for Relief of Disabled Veterans. 
 
Re:  Consider Industrial Development Authority Appointment for District 5 
 
Bryant:  Cheryl Nicole Edmondston.   
 
Chambers:  A motion by Supervisor Bryant and a second by Supervisor Bryan to appoint Mrs. 
Edmondston.  Any question?  Ready to vote.  6 yes 
 
Supervisor Bryant moved, Supervisor Bryan seconded and was unanimously carried by the 
Board to appoint Cheryl Nicole Edmondston to the Industrial Development Authority. 
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Re:  Karl Carter:  Vehicle Fleet Update 
 
K. Carter:  Mr. Chairman, during the August meeting the Board agreed to carry over the 
unspent vehicle funds in the amount of $25,000.  We had some questions come up as to what 
department will be receiving the vehicle.  We assumed that night it would be building inspection 
and we did some mileage checking.  That was the correct assumption.   There is a 2000 model 
he’s driving right now with 92,000 miles on it.  To try to speed up the process we put out for bid 
in the paper just to see what the cost would be for that vehicle.  Nobody bid on it and that bid 
ended on August 31st and once again we didn’t receive any bids.  So I’m asking how you would 
like to proceed. 
 
Chambers:  We didn’t receive no bids on it? 
 
Bryan:  What were we asking for Mr. Carter? 
 
K. Carter:  Just the basic white F150 pick up. 
 
Bryan:  4 wheel drive? 
 
Chambers:  I think we should readvertise it one more time.   
 
K. Carter:  If you want to do that. 
 
Chambers:  Is it the consensus of the Board to do it one more time? 
 
Dunnavant:  Let me ask this question for a minute.  Is there another vehicle…it’s only got 
92,000 on it.  That’s not a lot of miles for a fairly modern vehicle.  They roll a pretty good ways.  
Is there another vehicle that the 92,000 pickup is going to replace? 
 
K. Carter:  Yes, we recycle.  This vehicle will go down to the next person that’s in line for one.  
We don’t just discard that 92,000 mile vehicle.  We pass it down. 
 
Dunnavant:  I realize that but we do need the additional vehicle?  My question is do we need it 
right now or do we want to take the additional $25,000 and earmark it and bid it out next year.   
 
K. Carter:  You can do that if you want.   
 
Dunnavant:  I’m asking you.  Is the need for the additional vehicle that great right now? 
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K. Carter:  With 92,000 miles, I would say no but we were just trying to not get in a habit of 
having two vehicles come up in one year at the same time.  We try to do one a year to keep in 
rotation.  If you want to carry it over to the next year, that will be fine.  
 
Matthews:  What year is that truck? 
 
K. Carter:  It’s a 2011. 
 
Matthews:  That’s 5 years.  That’s not 20,000 miles a year.   
 
Bryan:  Is that the highest mileage vehicle that we have? 
 
K. Carter:  That’s the highest in the rotation of new vehicles.  We have some General Property 
vehicles that are older and have more miles.  So this… 
 
Bryan:  So these will go down to the General Properties? 
 
K. Carter:  Yes, sir. 
 
Carter:  We generally pass those down. The ones that are on the road everyday are the ones that 
get the new ones.   
 
Bryan:  What’s there maintenance records?  Is the cost exceeding the vehicle? 
 
K. Carter:  No. 
 
Bryan:  I tend to agree with Mr. Dunnavant.  Let’s not buy a vehicle just because we want a new 
vehicle.  There doesn’t seem to be a need for a new vehicle because the maintenance costs are 
not exceeding the vehicle.   
 
Dunnavant:  What we have in our fleet hasn’t reached a point of diminish and returns yet.   
 
K. Carter:  That’s fine.  We just got to make sure that I guess when time comes that you carry 
this money over again.   
 
Dunnavant:  Let’s be real cautious and not spend the $25,000 on something else quite yet. 
 
K. Carter:  We won’t.   
 
Dunnavant:  Put it back in the corner and mark it new vehicle when we need one. 
 
K. Carter:  Right. I guess what I’m saying when the end of the fiscal year comes you’ve got to 
remember to carry that money over. 
 
Carter:  It’s up to us to remind them. 
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Dunnavant:   Yeah.  I think yall do a pretty good job reminding us. 
 
Bryan:  Do you need a motion from us Karl? 
 
K. Carter:  Yes that you do not want to advertise. 
 
Bryan:  We don’t want to advertise?  Wouldn’t that be a negative motion?  I mean if you 
submitted a bid and nobody responded then the issue is dead. 
 
Carter:  No action is required. 
 
K. Carter:  I was asking what you want to do.  I think Joe said he wanted to readvertise. 
 
Chambers:  I’ll go along with them.  Let’s just don’t readvertise.  I think that is the consensus of 
the Board at this time to not readvertise.  We don’t need a motion for that.  Are we in agreement? 
 
Dunnavant:  I believe we are in agreement on that. 
 
Re:  Circuit Court Clerk’s Office Appropriation of $12,616.00 Grant Funds 
 
K. Carter:  Yes, sir, Mr. Chairman.  This is another grant they got from the State of Virginia.  
This is for record keeping supplies.  These funds have been received by the Treasurer’s office 
and it doesn’t require any local matching funds.  I’m asking that you appropriate the funds to the 
line item listed so it can be spent. 
 
Bryan:  So moved Mr. Chairman. 
 
Chambers:  Motion by Supervisor Bryan, a second by Supervisor Matthews that we honor this.  
Are there any questions on the motion?  Ready to vote?  6 yes. 
 
Supervisor Bryan moved, Supervisor Matthews seconded and was unanimously carried by the 
Board to appropriate grant funds of $12,616 from the State Library of Virginia for the 
purchase of record keeping supplies to line item 4-100-21600-6001. 
 
Re:  Consider joining York and other Virginia counties in seeking General Assembly 
approval to equalize the meals taxation authority among cities, towns and counties 
 
Carter:  First thing I’d like to say in supporting this initiative with York County and many other 
counties would not be saying that you would implement a meals tax.  It would just give you the 
authority if the General Assembly did grant this.  Cities and Towns now have the authority to 
implement a meals tax with just their council approval.  Counties need a referendum or special 
authority through the General Assembly.  So the counties are trying to come together to at least 
get legislation approved that would enable the counties on the initiative and action of their 
governing bodies and without a referendum to establish a meals tax at a rate determined 
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appropriate by the governing body but not to exceed 8%.  Again, this doesn’t mean you would 
do it.  It gives you the option to do it.  
 
Matthews:  What about the legalities of part of the county or part of the jurisdiction?  Can you 
do that? 
 
Carter:  There is a way through the IDA that you could sanction a portion of the county.  I think 
I may have discussed with you all that I heard at one of our economic development meeting 
where restaurants especially fast food chains like to come somewhere there is a meals tax.  I was 
trying to sell the county of we don’t have a meals tax.  It would be a plus.  They like the meals 
tax because they like to track and when they have it in 47 of Virginia’s 95 counties and all 38 
cities assess a meals tax so most of those are used to it.  But there is a way that you can do a 
special kind of zoning, economic area.  For example, if fast food wanted to come to Sprouse’s 
Corner, through some work and ordinance you can establish somewhere in there that the meals 
tax would apply in that particular area and not county wide.  I found that very interesting.  I did 
not know that. 
 
Chambers:  I understand what you are saying but look like to me that would discriminate 
against other businesses doing it in one part the county and not the other part the county.   
 
Carter:  You would be developing a zone.  A certain zone and people would know if they are 
coming in there that they are coming into that.  
 
Dunnavant:  You could think of it as the folks that are already here are grandfathers and we are 
affecting new people in the new area. 
 
Carter:  You could target that area. 
 
Bryan: You establish a growth area.    
 
Carter:  Again, this is not saying that you would do it if legislation is granted.  It would give you 
authority through your action if you wanted to. 
 
Dunnavant:  I don’t think we can do anything here in Buckingham on the meals tax anyway 
because it got voted down in referendum a few years ago didn’t it? 
 
Carter:  It got voted down in referendum.  But say if this legislation would go through and the 
state would allow counties the same authority as cities and towns, you could do it next year. 
 
Bryan:  Like anything else it would require a public hearing.  I notices that one of the things was 
that it’s an option to relieve pressures off of real estate and personal property.  It’s a choice tax.  
If you don’t want to pay the tax then you don’t go out to eat.  It’s not like they are going to dig in 
your pocket. 
 
Bryant:  You pay the tax everywhere else you go.   
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Chambers:  What is the pleasure of the Board? 
 
Bryan:  I move to consider joining the other counties in seeking General Assembly approval to 
equalize the meals taxation authority. 
 
Chambers:  A motion by Supervisor Bryan, a second by Supervisor Bryant that we would seek 
approval.  Are you ready to vote?  5 yes 1 no. 
 
Supervisor Bryan moved, Supervisor Bryant seconded to join with York and other counties to 
seek from the General Assembly approval to equalize the meals taxation authority among 
cities, towns and counties.  This motion passed with a 5-1 vote.  Supervisors Bryant, 
Dunnavant, Jones, Matthews, and Bryan voting in favor.  Supervisor Chambers opposing. 
 
Re:  Consider Supervisor Allen’s request for financial contribution to the Christian 
Outreach Program and Pregnancy Center, Inc. 
 
Bryan:  Mr. Chairman, Mr. Allen wasn’t able to be here tonight so he asked me to present.  He’s 
requesting a financial contribution to the Christian Outreach Program.  The figure that he came 
to me with was $4,000.  He wanted to make it an annual contribution.  However, I’d like to 
discuss that if we could. 
 
Dunnavant:  Do we have anybody here from that organization here tonight to speak on its 
behalf?   
 
Bryan:  I don’t think so.  Anyone here tonight from the Christian Outreach Program and 
Pregnancy Center?   
 
Carter:  I think they asked Supervisor Allen to make that request for them.  I don’t know of 
anyone that is here. 
 
Matthews:  Did they present any type of financial statement to you. 
 
Carter:  I do not have a financial statement.  I have what is in your packet. 
 
Matthews:  I thought we had asked for some financial thing at the last meeting. 
 
Carter:  If you did then I failed you.  Because I didn’t get it. 
 
Chambers:  I think we were just going to discuss it this month.   
 
Dunnavant:  I think pretty much all we got is this 501C3 form that’s in our package and it just 
says they are an acceptable tax exempt organization and they are incorporated by the State 
Corporation Commission.  That’s pretty much what it is.  My opinion is, for what it’s worth 
folks, when we did the budget a few months back, and I believe we’ve got an obligation to the 
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tax payers to abide by that budget without an emergency and I fearful that if we put these people 
in our budget no matter how good of works they do and I do believe this group does do good for 
the community but if we compensate them I believe we’ll be setting a president for others to 
come to us unexpectedly and ask us to help finance them too.  So I don’t think it’s in the 
county’s best interest to fund this. 
 
Chambers:  So what you are saying ask them to come back at budget time? 
 
Dunnavant:  Invite them back to plead their case prior to budget time and public hearings and 
see what kind of feedback we get from our constituents because we already provide to other 
organizations that are state sanctioned that provide similar services to this organization.  I don’t 
think it’s appropriate for us to bust our budget and set a president in funding outside agencies. 
 
Chambers:  Any other board member have any comments? 
 
Matthews:  I would like to see them forthcoming with some financials to let us look at it more 
closely and what has caused this issue for them to come to the Board to request this money. 
 
Carter:  Initially they requested to use our solid waste sites, our roll off containers to dispose of 
a lot of that furniture and stuff down there.  I advised Supervisor Allen that that could get out of 
control.  Then we would have other businesses that have to have their own containers want to use 
them and that could start a domino effect and that’s when he came back with trying to assist 
them with an appropriation.  Now, we are about 4 ½ months away of starting our budget process.  
If you want to ask them to request appropriation in the next budget.   
 
Chambers:   What do you all think about asking them to wait until the next budget? 
 
Bryant:  That’s what I would say. 
 
Chambers:  We will ask them to wait until the next budget.  Thank you. 
 
 Re:  County Attorney Matters 
 
Wright:    Thank you, Mr. Chairman, Members of the Board.  It seems to be the night of grants 
and appropriations.  I had a $5412.72 that was a grant from the Attorney General’s office about 
two years ago.  Time is running out in which I need to use that money and it can only be used for 
things that I can’t buy with regular funds.  I need to have it appropriated to the Commonwealth 
Attorney’s funds to purchase equipment.  So I ask for a motion to appropriate $5,412.72 out of 
Asset Forfeiture Money is what is what.  It was a drug settlement that the Attorney General 
distributed part of it to the various Commonwealth Attorney’s offices around the State.  I need to 
have you if you would so incline to appropriate that to the Commonwealth Attorney’s line item 
to allow purchase of equipment. 
 
Chambers:  What’s the pleasure of the Board? 
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Matthews:  So moved. 
 
Bryan:  Second. 
 
Wright:  No local match.  All money from the State.  Thank you. 
 
Chambers:  Motion by Supervisor Matthews, second by Supervisor Bryan to approve Mr. 
Wright’s request.  Any questions?  6 yes. 
 
Supervisor Matthews moved, Supervisor Bryan seconded and was unanimously carried by the 
Board to approve the request of Mr. Wright to appropriate $5,412.72 of grant money to the 
Commonwealth’s Attorney’s line items in order to purchase equipment. 
 
Re:  County Administrator’s Report 
 
Discussion regarding the Virginia’s Heartland Board of Directors By-Laws:  My first item I 
have for you, and I didn’t put this as an action item but we will need action on this if you are so 
inclined to do so is regarding the By-laws for Virginia Heartland’s Board of Directors.  You all 
recently appointed Supervisor Bryant and I’m also appointed.  The State Code speaks to a four 
year term.  Our By-laws do not have that four year term in there. So all the counties that are 
involved in the Virginia Heartland Board of Directors are requesting to have their ordinance 
changed to change that that each appointee of the Board of Directors shall serve for a term of 
four years and may be reappointed for as many terms as the Buckingham County Board of 
Supervisors so desires.   So I ask you to schedule a public hearing to change this ordinance for 
the Virginia Heartland’s Board of Directors.   
 
Bryan:  So moved Mr. Chairman for 11 October. 
 
Chambers:  Motion by Supervisor Bryan, second by Supervisor Matthews that we do this.  Any 
questions?  All in favor?  6 yes.   
 
Supervisor Bryan moved, Supervisor Matthews seconded and was unanimously carried by the 
Board to schedule a public hearing to change the By-Laws for the Virginia Heartland Board 
of Directors to speak of the four year term for October 11, 2016 immediately following the 
previously scheduled hearing. 
 
2017 Draft VACO Legislative Program, Finance Steering Committee.  I believe Supervisor 
Dunnavant, are you on the Finance Committee? 
 
Dunnavant:  I’m not on the Finance Committee.  I’m on the Transportation Committee. 
 
Carter:   I thought one of you were, but anyway, I have the priorities there.  Their draft 
regarding local finances.  Not only they have in there for the taxing authority for meals but also 
taxing authority for tobacco that will give the county equal authority like cities and towns.  They 
are pushing for State mandated positions in jails, the line of duty.  The State used to pay that.  



BUCKINGHAM  COUNTY  BOARD  OF  SUPERVISORS   
SEPTEMBER 12, 2016 

399 

 

They are calling again for General Assembly to fully fund the Line of Duty obligations, 
preserving municipal investment options through the federal government and reimbursement for 
prior local aid to the Commonwealth.  I would like for you all to perhaps to address and give me 
some authority to ask them to have another option in there and that is, and I think some of you 
were there for the Virginia Growth Alliance and Commonwealth Regional Council, you see this, 
when the State comes and talks to us, you are not even going on the radar unless you have a 100 
acre site that has water and sewer and gas and roads and they are like you don’t have anything to 
market.  I would like to encourage that the State of Virginia help give the locality something to 
market.  Today with the rural areas no single county on their own really prepare such a site and 
we’ve got to face it you are taking chances with peoples tax dollars if you do but if we can help 
encourage them to send some money down to help us develop these sites that they want to 
market.  It’s not just a county benefit, the State is going to benefit with jobs and revenue too.  So 
I’d like for you all to, just out of consensus or if you want to take action for that to be introduced 
I would take it first to Delegate Farris.   
 
Dunnavant:  Can you make up a draft document of what you are asking for and bring it back to 
us? 
 
Carter:  Certainly. We have some time for it to be introduced.   
 
Dunnavant:  Let us know exactly what we are consenting for you to do.   
 
Carter:  Ok.  Alright. 
 
Gov. McAuliffe statement on the selection of Basil I. Gooden, PhD as Virginia Secretary of 
Agriculture and Forestry:  The other thing I believe Gwynn Tyler hit on this, we are very 
proud of our very own Buckingham Basil Gooden to be the Virginia Secretary of Agriculture 
and Forestry.  We are already kind of working on a program with that.  
 
Gov. McAuliffe announces Utility Scale Solar Project in Buckingham:  Also the Governor 
did make an announcement regarding out solar project in Buckingham. The Utility Scale Solar 
Project.   
 
Invitation to the Buckingham County Farm Bureau Annual Membership Dinner and 
Meeting:  I’ve provided you with an invitation to Buckingham County Farm Bureaus Annual 
Membership Dinner. 
 
Appreciation letter from Congressman Robert Hurt:  Also an appreciation letter from 
Congressman Hurt.  Jennifer worked very close with his office and allowing office space here for 
them to sit and listen to constituents and assist constituents in Buckingham County. 
 
Invitation to Appomattox County’s appreciation ceremony:  Also an invitation to 
Appomattox County’s appreciation ceremony for those that helped.  For your information we did 
have county employees that went over there and helped.  Kevin Flippen helped with Emergency 
Management, Tiffany Ownby actually went and helped assist in the office, Tommy Ranson 
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assisted.  We were available to them for anything we could provide.  If you all would like to join 
them, they would appreciate that.   
 
That completes my report. 
 
 
Re:  Other Board Matters 
 
Bryan:  Mr. Chairman, I have one thing.  Concerning the lease at Gene Dixon.  We met was a 
committee.  We met with the Executive Board, the ByLaws committee, the Commonwealth 
Attorney, with our group here.  What we’ve recommended to the Youth League is they 
reorganize.  They have until January.  First week of January I think is how we worded it to get 
reorganized in accordance with being a 5013C and I would like to extend their lease until 
January.  The park is going to be shut down in November when all the sports is done but we 
wanted to extend it and give them the opportunity til January.   
 
Chambers:  A motion by Supervisor Bryan, second by Supervisor Matthews that we extend the 
lease to January 1 at Gene Dixon Park.  Any questions?  Ready to vote.  6 yes. 
 
Supervisor Bryan moved, Supervisor Matthews seconded and was unanimously carried by the 
Board to extend the lease for Gene Dixon Park until January 1, 2017 in order for the Youth 
League to reorganize. 
 
Re:  Executive Closed Session 
 
Bryan:  Mr. Chairman, I move that we go into Executive closed session under Code of Virginia 
Section 2.2-3711.A.5:  Discussion concerning a prospective business or  industry or the 
expansion of an existing business or industry where no previous announcement has been made of 
the businesses or industry’s interest in locating or expanding its facilities in the community.  
Also, under Code of Virginia Section 2.2-3711.A.7: Discussion with legal counsel and briefings 
by staff members or consultants pertaining to actual or probable litigation, where such 
consultation or briefing in open meeting would adversely affect the negotiating or litigating 
posture of the public body; and consultation with legal counsel employed or retained by a public 
body regarding specific legal matters requiring the provision of legal advice by such counsel.   
 
Chambers:   A motion by Supervisor Bryan, second by Supervisor Jones to go into executive 
session.  Any questions?  All in favor?  6 yes. 
 
Supervisor Bryan moved, Supervisor Jones seconded and was unanimously carried by the 
Board to enter into executive session under the above stated Codes. 
 
Re:  Return to Regular Session and Certification 
 
Bryan:  Return to regular session and certification that to the best of each Board       
members knowledge only public business matters as were identified by the motion by which the 
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closed executive meeting was convened were heard, discussed or considered in the executive 
closed session. 
 
Chambers:  A motion by Supervisor Bryan, a second by Supervisor Bryant to return to regular 
session and nothing was said or discussed that wasn’t mentioned in the code.  All in favor.  6 yes. 
 
Supervisor Bryan moved, Supervisor Bryant seconded and was unanimously carried by the 
Board to return to regular session and certification of discussions. 
 
Chambers:  Is there anything else that needs to be discussed?  If not, meeting adjourned. 
 
There being no further business to discuss, Chairman Chambers declared the meeting adjourned. 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
_____________________________________ __________________________________ 
Rebecca S. Carter     Joe N. Chambers, Jr. 
County Administrator     Chairman 
 
 
 
 
 
  


